
 
Psalm 124    Pew Bible Page 572     Cantor: Dianna Dixon 
 

 

Sermon Text          Pew Bible  
 Mark 9:38-50    Page 45 
 
Sermon                                The Rev. Edie A. Gause 

SALTY 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

*Hymn 645        Mit Freu7den Zart 
“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

 
*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)    Confession of 1967 
9.24 The new life finds its direction in the life of  
Jesus, his deeds and words, his struggles against  
temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his  
willingness to suffer death. The teaching of apostles 
and prophets guides humans in living this life, and the 
Christian community nurtures and equips them for 
their ministries.  
9.25  The members of the church are emissaries of 
peace and seek the good of man in cooperation with 
powers and authorities in politics, culture, and  
economics. But they have to fight against pretensions 
and injustices when these same powers endanger  
human welfare. Their strength is in their confidence 
that God’s purpose rather than man’s schemes will 
finally prevail. 
 
Pastoral Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        Choral Amen 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever.  
 

Call to Stewardship 
All undesignated cash goes to the Ryle Scholarship Fund. 

 
Offertory             Gordon Young  

“Prelude on Just As I Am”  
 

*Congregational Response    Hymn 606      Old Hundredth 
Doxology                  

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
 

 *Hymn 436          O Quanta Qualia 
“God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us”  

 
*Invitation to Discipleship and introduction of  
  new member Sue Coody 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Closing Choral Response      William G. Tomer 

God be with you till we meet again; 
loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 

*Closing Voluntary     Benedetto Marcello  
“The Heavens Declare”  
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REFRAIN 
Melchoir Vulpius 

Arr. Hal H. Hopson 

We have escaped like a bird 
from the snare of the fowlers; 

the snare is broken  
and we have escaped. 

Psalm 124:7 

 



THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
September 30, 2018  10:40 A.M. 

 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 

Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 
Church! As we light the Christ Candle, we are reminded 
that Jesus is the light of the world. As we pour the  
Baptismal Waters in the Font, we recall our baptism and 
newness of life. As we bring in the Bible, we remember 
the centrality of the Word. We worship our Creator,  
Redeemer, and Sustainer. (Please sign the attendance  
register, pass it down the pew, and then back so  
everyone can greet those worshipping in their pew.)  
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Voluntary      Sigfried Karg-Elert  
  “O God, Thou Faithful God”  

      
Chimes                  The Entrance of the Bible 
 
Call to Worship  
 If the God of love had not been on our side, 
 where would we be now? 
 Let all the people of God say: 
 If the God of love had not been on our side, 
 we would have been swallowed alive 
 by the enemies of faith, joy and peace.          
 But God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
 himself. God has not surrendered us like prey, 
 we are liberated like birds from a cage.  
 Therefore we will sing, yes in the congregation of 
 God’s people we will sing praises of love and joy! 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 
*Hymn 32         Ellacombe 

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 Loving God, we admit to you and to each other 
that we are a mixture of light and darkness. Something 
much wiser than human know-how is needed to sort us 
out and make us whole again. 
  Some days we do well, soaring like eagles over the 
ranges of the Great Divide. Yet on other days we are like  
cockroaches scurrying in dark places. Some times we are 
like surfers who truly enjoy riding life’s rough waters. 
But there are occasions when we just sit in the shallows 
and complain, allowing the surf to break over us,  
infiltrating our souls with the grit of self-pity. There are 
special moments in worship or in private prayer when 
we beg you to take us hiking among the highlands of the 
Spirit. But these may be followed by pessimistic moods 
when our bleating prayers see no higher than ant hills. 
  Merciful God, you search us and truly know us. 
You understand the strange mixture that hides behind 
our public faces. Please take us in hand. Be to us not the 
God we think we want but the God we really need for 
our salvation. In the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior. 
Amen! 
 

Silent Confession… 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness  
 
 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you! 
 
*Congregational Response      Hymn 664 (v.3)       Bunessan 

Mine is the sunlight! 
Mine is the morning, 
born of the one light 

Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation; 

Praise every morning,  
God’s recreation of the new day! 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  

Music Ministry    Martin Shaw 
“With A Voice of Singing” 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

With a voice of singing declare ye this, 
and let it be heard, Alleluia! 

 
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 

The Lord hath delivered His people, 
Alleluia! 

 
O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 

O sing praises to the honor of His name, 
Make His praise to be glorious. 

 
Scripture Reading   Pew Bible 
 Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  Page 448  
 
 A reading from the Book of Esther 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Anthem            Hal H. Hopson 

“Praise God! 
Cherub and Carol Choirs 

 

Praise God! Praise God from the heavens. 
Sun and moon praise God. Shining stars praise God. 

Every thing, every body every where 
Praise God! Praise God from the heavens. 

 

Praise God! Praise God from the earth and sea. 
Wind and storm praise God. Fire and hail praise God. 

Snow and frost, hills and trees, 
beasts and cattle, fish and birds, 

Praise God! Praise God from the earth and sea. 
 

Praise God! All the people praise the Lord. 
Rulers strong, praise God. Young and old praise God. 

Men and women praise the Lord, 
Every body, every where praise God 

All the people praise the Lord. 
 

Praise God! 

 
Children’s Worship                   

Kids up through 5th grade may go to Children’s  
 Worship. All others stay in the sanctuary.  
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