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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 13, 2020 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

          Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 

Church! We are currently worshipping online only. Our 

service follows the same format as in-person worship. 

In the next few weeks we will be transitioning from fully 

pre-recorded and edited services to live streaming our 

service. Please allow some grace for growing pains in 

this process. We pray that worship as a whole will invite 

you into deeper personal connection with God and  

empower you to live by the example of Jesus Christ,  

all while being guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prelude          Nettleton 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 Give praise to God!  

 Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves… 

 It is God who forgives… 

 It is God who delivers… 

 Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 God, our source and our salvation, in love you 

made us and by love you have redeemed us. Make 

your love for us bear fruit in our forgiveness of others, 

that in this life we may know your all-embracing  

compassion and, in the world, to come receive the  

everlasting joy of fellowship you share with Jesus 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Hymn 427 
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Children’s Moment          Rev. David Slyter 

  

Call to Confession 

 Let us confess our sins to God who forgives and 

saves.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Loving God, we confess that we have failed to 

live in harmony with our siblings. We have been  

self-righteous in our attitudes, closed-minded in our 

beliefs, and judgmental in our opinions. We have 

shunned those whose ways we do not understand, 

and we have despised those who do not endorse our 

convictions. Forgive our sins of discord and conceit 

and heal our divisiveness and quarreling. Help us to 

be charitable in our regard for others that we may 

dwell in peace with Christ, who is Lord of all.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Friends, the Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love. In the name 

of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 God, by the power of your Holy Spirit open our 

understanding that we may receive the Word of life.  

Amen.  
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First Reading                      Romans 14:1-12          
 

 The word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Music Ministry         Mc Afee 

“Near to the Heart of God” 

Choirs of First United Methodist Church 

Grace First Presbyterian Church 2010 

 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God, 
a place where sin cannot molest,  

near to the heart of God. 
 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, 
hold us, who wait before Thee,  

near to the heart of God. 
 

There is a place of comfort sweet,  
near to the heart of God, 

a place where we our Savior meet,  
near to the heart of God. 

 
There is a place of full release,  

near to the heart of God, 
a place where all is joy and peace,  

near to the heart of God.  

 

Second Reading          Matthew 18:21-35 
  

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Hymn 445 
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Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 
Call to Stewardship 
        Let us give as God has so abundantly given to us.  
 
Offertory                 Kingsfold 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
  “Come unto Me, and rest; 

Lay down, O weary one, lay down 
  your head upon My breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was so,  
Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
  And He has made me glad.  
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I heard the voice of Jesus say,  
  “Behold, I freely give 

The living water: thirsty one, 
  Stoop down, and drink, and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
  Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
  And now I live in Him.  

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say,  
“I am this dark world’s Light; 

Look unto Me, your morn shall rise, 
  And all your day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 

  In Him my Star, my Sun; 
And in that Light of life I’ll walk 
  Till trav’lling days are done.  

 
Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

 Almighty God, we thank you for these gifts.   

Multiply them, as to enable the work of love and the 

righteousness of your kingdom in the world. Amen.  

 

Hymn 754 
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Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

    

Postlude            Lasst Uns Erfruen 

“All Creatures of Our God and King” 

 

 

 
Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word:  

Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 2 

Cover Art: Unknown 
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