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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

July 19, 2020 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 

Church! We are currently worshipping online only. Our 

service follows the same format as in-person worship. 

In the next few weeks we will be transitioning from fully 

pre-recorded and edited services to live streaming our 

service. Please allow some grace for growing pains in 

this process. We pray that worship as a whole will invite 

you into deeper personal connection with God and  

empower you to live by the example of Jesus Christ,  

all while being guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prelude             Appalachian Tune 

     “Land of Rest”       arr. Wilbur Held 

 

Call to Worship 

 People of God, let us gather to worship and 

 praise God’s name. 

 I give thanks to you, O God, with my whole 

 heart. I will glorify your name forever! 

 For great is your steadfast love for me.  

 You have delivered my soul from the depths.  

 God says, “Know that I am with you and will you 

 wherever you go.” 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Sower of the Field, continue to be gracious with 

us that we may ripen into the children of God’s realm 

and live with you forever, shining like the sun in God’s 

heavenly home.  Amen  
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Hymn 360 

 

Text: John Ross Macduff, 1853, alt.           UNSER HERRSCHER 
Music: Joachim Neander, 1680 
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Call to Confession 

 Trusting in God’s mercy, let us acknowledge to 

ourselves and each other those ways we fall short 

from what God intends for us, all of which God already 

knows. Let us pray together the prayer of confession 

followed by your own silent prayers  

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Abba, Father, where we are in bondage to sin, 

set us free; restore us as your children and joint heirs 

with Christ. You are our hope. Lead us in the way  

everlasting… 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 My fellow children of God, do not fear, for our 

God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. God’s 

hand shall lead us and hold us fast. So be reconciled 

with God and at peace with one another.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Harvesting God, as we listen to your Word, by 

your Holy Spirit lead our hearts in the way everlasting.  

 

First Reading         Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 
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Music Ministry                 Nettleton 

       arr. Sondra K. Tucker 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Handbell Quartet 

   

Second Reading             Romans 8:12-25 

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

 

Hymn 772 
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Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son  

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

      Text: Jane Parker Huber, 1976    TRURO 
 Music: Musica Sacra, c. 1778 
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Call to Stewardship 

 Friends, Holy Scripture tells us that all who are 

led by the Spirit of God are children of God. Given 

such a divine affirmation, let us give offerings of 

thanksgiving through time, talent, and treasure.  

 

Offertory       arr. Wilbur Held 

“Rhosymedre” 

            

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Loving and ever-present God, receive these tithes and 

offerings, our worship, and our lives to your service; in 

Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

Hymn 273 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

 

Postlude              Coronation 

            arr. Hal H. Hopson 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   

 

 
 

 

Many Thanks to the Handbell Quartet: Susie Bossert,  

Nancy Deison, Sue Jones, and Linda Young. 

 

Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word:  

Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 2  

Cover Art: “All Creation Groans…” By: Candace Snyder 


