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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
April 26, 2020  10:40 A.M. 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
You will find the liturgy of the service laid out as it 
would normally be when we gather for worship in the 
sanctuary. You can choose to read it all together, or 
use the call and response format as printed. If you are 
going to follow along with the call and response it may 
help to select a liturgist for one or all the sections to 
lead you. This is good for any age person! If there are 
difficult words you can help each other out!  
 

Prelude                           J.S. Bach 

“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 

 

Call to Worship 

 Followers of Jesus, by his cross we are  

 redeemed from the futility of sin. 

 Alleluia! 

 By his rising we are free from the fear of death. 

 Alleluia! 

 By his love we are made new in the living and 

 enduring Word of God.  

 Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Almighty God, Jesus, our risen Lord, was made 

known to the disciples in the breaking of the bread.  

Open the eyes of our hearts that we may recognize his 

presence, and with his disciples’ cry, “The Lord has  

risen, indeed!” Through Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn 231                  Suo Gan 

“Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers” 
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Call to Confession 

 Trusting in God’s love in Jesus Christ, let us 

confess our sins before God and one another.  

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Almighty God, our world is filled with corruption: 

power disguises itself as truth; convenience  

masquerades as goodness; selfish pleasure imitates 

love. We confess to you, O God, that we have been 

caught in the web of the world’s sin. By the power of 

the Holy Spirit, save us from these deceptions and  

free us for glad obedience, that we may see the joy  

of Jesus’ resurrection and receive the promise of  

everlasting life.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 God has promised salvation to us, to our  

children, and to all who are near and far. In the name 

of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Lord, you opened the meaning of the Scriptures 

to the disciples on the road to Emmaus and set their 

hearts ablaze. By the power of your Spirit kindle our 

hearts as we hear your word proclaimed, that we may 

receive you with joy. Amen.  

 

First Reading            Acts 2:14a, 36-41           

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 
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Music Ministry     “Jubilate Deo”     Hal H. Hopson 

Sanctuary Choir and Sanctuary Handbells 

Barbara Witkowski, Guest Soprano Soloist 

 

Jubilate, jubilate Deo! 

 

Be joyful you people, 

Come now before the Lord with a song. 

O enter the gates with singing to God our praises  

belong. 

 

Know that the Lord is God, we are God’s own. 

We are God’s people, the sheep of God’s flock. 

God in great mercy attends all our days. 

Join hearts and voices to sing the Lord’s praise. 

 

Be joyful you people, 

Come now before the Lord with a song. 

O enter the gates with singing to God our praises  

belong. 

 

Jubilate, jubilate Deo! 

 

 

 

Second Reading             Luke 24:13-35

   

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon   The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Hymn 257              Woodlands 

“The Risen Christ” 



7 

Affirmation of Faith       The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker  

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only  

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 

hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 Bountiful are God’s gifts to us. In gratitude, let  

us offer our hearts and the fruit of our labor to God’s 

service.  

 

Offertory             Michael Burkhardt 

“God Himself Is Present” 
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Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Holy God, by your grace, accept the fruit of our 

labor and the offering of our lives. Let us be a sacrifice 

of thanksgiving in union with our risen Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you forever.  Amen.  

 

Hymn 404                     Komt Nu Met Zang 

“What Is This Place” 
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Benediction 

 May the grace of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, the 

love of God who raised him from the death, and the 

power of the Holy Spirit who fills the world with new life 

bless and keep you.  Amen.  

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

 

Postlude                 C.S. Lang 

“Tuba Tune in D Major” 
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Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word: Worship  
Companion, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 and Sanctified Art 

Music Notes – “Jubilate Deo” was Grace First’s second 

commissioned anthem. It was written memory of Jan Baird 

who was a vibrant part of the Music Ministry. 


