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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Day of Pentecost 

May 23, 2021 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

As you prepare for worship today you are  

invited to light a candle in your worship space  

or gaze upon the Christ candle in the Sanctuary  

to center yourself for the worship of God.  

 

Prelude          Nettleton 

          arr. Cathy Moklebust 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Sanctuary Handbells 

 

Call to Worship 

 God declares, “I will pour out my Sprit upon all 

flesh. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. The 

young shall see visions. The elders shall dream 

dreams. All people shall prophesy. And everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Let us 

worship God!  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Gracious God, you come among your people  

as One who fashioned all things, who, face-to-face,  

revealed your knowledge of our lives, and whose  

presence brings assurance and hope.  Pour out upon 

us the Spirit of your love so that in hearing and seeing 

the gifts of this life, we may know the way to live in 

thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
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Children’s Moment       Pastor Ashley & Colin Rosch é 
Following Children’s Moment, children ages 3—Fifth grade who would 

like to participate in Children’s Worship may leave the sanctuary with 

this week’s teachers. If your child does not wish to participate in  

Children’s Worship they are welcome to stay here!  

Following today’s service, you may pick up your child in room 6.  

 

Teachers today are: Stephanie Eidson & Sharon Barnhart 
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Call to Confession 

 Let us call on the name of the One who invites 

us to speak the truth about ourselves and our  

relationships and promises to show us mercy.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Holy and merciful God, we do not know how 

to pray as we ought, and we know too well our  

constant failures to do as you have commanded 

and to hold fast to your word. Forgive us for the  

divisions we nurture, guide us to your way, keep us 

in your care, and lead us into faith. We trust your 

word that the Spirit of truth will show us all things 

and grant us courage and peace.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

 People of God, body of Christ, the Spirit of  

God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you, to 

interpret the mysteries of eternal time. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Christ Jesus, 

and by the authority of the church, I declare to you the  

complete forgiveness of your sin. Be at peace with  

one another because of God’s mercy.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Holy Spirit, come again. As long ago you  

inspired, astonished, and confused the people, come  

to us now to fill our ears with the sound of your breath, 

fill our eyes with the brilliance of your presence in each 

other, fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen.  
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First Reading                                Acts 2:1-21 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry             Morecambe 

      arr. Gilbert Martin 

“Spirit of God” 

 

 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;  

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;  

Stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,  

and make me love you as I ought to love. 

  

Have you not bid me love you, God and King;  

All your own, soul, and strength and mind?  

I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling,  

O let me seek you and, O let me find!  

 

Teach me to love you, as your angels love,  

One holy passion filling all my frame:  

The baptism of the heaven descended dove,  

My heart an altar, and your love the flame! Amen!  

 

 

Second Reading      Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Affirmation of Faith                   The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and  

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship (click here to be directed to our online giving) 

 The Holy Spirit was sent to increase our  

compassion and to make us glad to spread good news 

by caring for those in need. May you enter into the  

discipline of giving as a work of the Holy Spirit within 

you.  

 

Offertory                 Plainsong 

“Veni Creator Spiritus” 

https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 God of mercy, we give you thanks for all that 

your bounty creates. The gifts we bring today 

acknowledge our debt to you and our intent to relieve 

others of their burdens. Bless what we offer and bless 

those who will be shown deeds of power through them; 

in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Sunday, May 23 Pentecost 
   9:00 AM Sunday School Classes 
 10:15 AM Sanctuary Choir Warm-up 
 10:40 AM Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Following Worship Deacon Training 
 12:30 PM PYP at Pathfinder 
   5:00 PM Youth Group at & with Faith Aledo 
 
Monday, May 24    
    6:30 PM Troop 76, Great Hall 
    6:30 PM Pack 76, North Hall Classrooms 
 
Tuesday, May 25 
 11:30 AM Staff Meeting 
   5:00 PM Sanctuary Handbell Rehearsal 
   6:00 PM Parker County Historical Society 
 
Wed., May 26   
   5:00 PM Picnic at the Kramer’s 
   7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, May 30  
   9:00 AM Sunday School Classes 
 10:15 AM Sanctuary Choir Warm-up 
 10:40 AM Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
   No Youth 
 
Monday, May 31 Church Office Closed  
   in Observance of Memorial Day 

Benediction 
 
The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  
 And also with you 
 

Postlude         Hal H. Hopson 

“Prelude on Lasst Uns Erfreuen” 



12 

 
 

 
Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: 

Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1  

 
Cover image: Graffiti art on apartheid wall in West Bank,  

near Bethlehem. Photo taken by Pastor Ashley Drake Mertz  
in February 2016.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Stewardship—During the time of Stewardship we will not pass 

the offering plate. If you would like to contribute financially to the 

ministries of Grace First, you may do so by placing your offering 

in the designated box in the Narthex as you leave the Sanctuary, 

or by visiting this link:https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving 

 

Pentecost Offering—The Pentecost Offering will be received 

today. A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church  

encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also  

address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost  

offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to 

make an impact in the lives of young people within their own 

community. The remaining 60% is used to support ministries of 

the Presbyterian Mission Agency. You may also give at 

pcusa.org/pentecost.   

 

VBS—It is time to register for the 2021 Grace First VBS! Go 

online to Gracefirstpc.org to register and to find more information 

about this year’s curriculum.  

 

All Church Picnic—Join us for this intergenerational event at Ed 

& Patti Kramer’s home THIS Wednesday, May 26, beginning at 

5pm. There will be games, food, fishing, and fellowship! Please 

sign-up through Church Matters. 

 

Star Word—As we celebrate Pentecost, how has the Holy Spirit 

lit a fire in you in/through your star word? What new thing has it 

inspired you to do?  

https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost
http://www.gracefirstpc.org
https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=5b9ec16bb681875ff1d10465c&id=ba463f4706

