
A Cat in the Hat Catechism of Christian Faith 
(With verses from the New Testament and Dr. Seuss’s Hat-Haloed Cat) 

 
This particular lesson in the book is a bit different than the previous lessons. There are questions that 

you can ask your kids and get their initial responses (you may have to ask them in a few different terms). 

Then you can share the scriptures and parts of the book that are “related” to the catechism question. 

A catechism is a statement of faith in question and answer form. 

 

Question 1: What kind of person or people will catch on first to Christian faith? 

Answer:  A person or people who are like children and are all alone. 

Dr. Seuss: “So we sat in the house all that cold, cold, wet day.” 

Jesus: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). 

 

Question 2: Who else is best suited for believing the Christian faith? 

Answer: A person or people who have nothing satisfying to do. 

Dr. Seuss: “I sat there with Sally, we sat there we two. And I said, ‘How I wish we had something to do!’ 

So all we could do was to sit!’” 

Matthew: “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light” (Matthew 4:16). 

Jesus: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3) 

 

Question 3: When Christ, the Cat, the great light, opens the door and comes into our lives, does he 

come quietly and gently, or does he come with a great BUMP? 

 (this may be a tough question for your kids to answer so I would suggest sharing your faith 

experience with them and if it was quiet [which is perfectly fine] or if it was a big bump like a camp 

experience) 

Answer: No one can ever really be changed without experiencing a BUMP (again the bump isn’t 

necessarily the first experience but how their/your life changed since Christ came into your life). 

Dr. Seuss: “Something went BUMP! Hos that bump made us jump!” 

Jesus: “In very truth I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he has been born again” (John 

3:3). 

 

Question 4: Is there anything we do to bring the cat into the house of our lives? Does the cat come 

from within our own hearts? 

Answer: No. The cat enters the house totally by his own power and totally from outside in. 

Dr. Seuss: “We did nothing at all.” 

Paul: “God…brought us to life with Christ even when we were dead in our sins…For it is by his grace 

you are saved, through trusting him, it is not your won doing. It is God’s gift, now a reward for work 

done. There is nothing for anyone to boast of” (Ephesians 2:5, 8-9). 

 

 



Question 5: Why does Christ the Cat come into the world and into our lives? Does he want to make us 

feel guilty by giving us a bunch of rules and laws that no one can possibly keep?  

Answer: No. As Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 

Dr. Seuss: “And we saw him! The Cat in the Hat! And he said to us, ‘Why do you sit there like that?...We 

can have lots of good fun that is funny!’” 

 

Question 6: But doesn’t Christian faith mean faith in the religious law? 

Answer: no. Christian faith ultimately means faith in Christ, who alone could keep the religious law 

perfectly for us. 

Paul: “For Christ is the end of the law and brings righteousness for everyone who has faith” (Romans 

10:4). 

 (My added thought here: some people think being a Christian is a boring life and that we have 

no fun, that all we do is go to church and read our Bible, which is not true. Yes, we do have the 10 

Commandments to live our lives by which are important but I am pretty sure that no where did Jesus 

say, once you follow me you will no longer have any fun.) 

 

Question 7: Then what should the Christian attitude be towards the religious law? 

Answer: The religious law is like the mother in the story. It was like a schoolmaster for Christians – a 

guardian and guide. But is it now no longer Christians’ final guardian or guide. Their/our new guide we 

now find completely in Christ the Cat. (This is one reason Christians are called “Christians” and not 

“lawyers”.) 

Dr. Seuss: The Cat then tells the children that he knows some “good games” that he and the children 

can play, as well as some “new tricks.” 

 (Please note that it is not saying we can do whatever we want and not pay attention to laws, 

because we still need to follow them, but we can have fun and “good games” as long as are still living 

our lives according to Christ.) 

Paul: “Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by 

faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you 

are all children of God through faith” (Galatians 3:23-26). 

 

Question 8: In the story, the fish did not want the children to play with the Cat when their mother was 

not at home. Looks fishy, doesn’t he? What about the fish in the story? 

Answer: The fish is like the many churches and religious people that today still insist on living within 

the small and restricting bowl of some version of religious law. 

Dr. Seuss: The fish is both right and wrong. Right in the sense that the mother is gone, and the kids 

should not cause any trouble and just sit there doing nothing which would be like “following the letter 

of the law.” Wrong in the sense that the fish is only thinking about the law and that they shouldn’t have 

any fun.  

Paul: “While we were ‘children’ we lived under the authority of basic moral principles. But when the 

proper time came God sent his son…that he might redeem those who were under the authority of the 

law and lead us into becoming, by adoption, true children of God…Plant your feet firmly therefore 



within the freedom  that Christ has won for us, and do not let yourselves be caught again in the shackles 

of slavery” (Galatians 4:3-5; 5:1). 

 

Question 9: Does faith in Christ then give Christians the freedom to ignore the law or to let it fall? 

Answer: By no means. It upholds the law by placing it on a much firmer foundation. It replaces the 

law’s authority with the greater authority of God and Christ, an authority that can be symbolized by a 

ball, a book, and a cup. 

Dr. Seuss: Then the Cat tells the children not to fear his tricks, as they are not bad. He shows them one 

trick he calls “up-up-up with a fish!” He will not let the fish fall but will hold it up high “as I stand on a 

ball. With a book on one hand! And a cup on my hat!” 

Paul: “For our argument is that people are justified by faith quite apart from any question of keeping 

the law…Does this mean that we are using faith to undermine the law? By no means: we are upholding 

the law” (Romans 3:28; 31). 

 

Question 10: is our attitude toward religious law the only thing that Christ revolutionizes/changes? 

Answer: No. Christ revolutionizes our attitude toward everything. He shakes up the entire world. In 

his crucifixion, Christ begins this revolution by showing us once more the Old Testament’s picture 

(Genesis 3 [the fall of Adam and Eve]) of the original “fallenness” of all things especially mankind. 

Dr. Seuss: The Cat then begins to hop up and down on the ball while balancing a 

world of other things: two books, a little toy ship, some milk on a dish, a cake, the 

fish on a rake,a little toy man, and a red fan.  

But then the Cat falls on his head and all the things fall.                                           

Matthew: “From noon on, darkness came over the whole earth…Then Jesus cried 

again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split” (Matthew 

27:50-51). 

 (My thoughts: The curtain in the temple being torn is significant. The purpose of the curtain 

was to separate the Ark of the Covenant with the 10 Commandments in them from the people. Only 

the priests could go behind the curtain to get to the commandments. When Christ died and the 

curtain was torn in two, the commandments were in a sense available to all the people and not just 

the priests. Also, it was thought that the curtain was the place where the priests went to make their 

petitions to God and offer prayers. With the curtain being torn in two, all people had access to God 

and could go directly to God with their petitions and prayers.) 

 

Question 11: How does Christ the Cat then continue his revolution of the world? 

Answer: He shows us “something new: Two things,” although these two new things are made from 

old things. These two new things are the “first” (Thing One) and “second” (Thing Two) 

commandments of the New Testament. 

Dr. Seuss: The assures the children that the two things he has in a box only want to have fun. “Then, 

out of the box/came Thing Two and Thing One!” 

Mark: “One of the scribes…asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The 

first is, “Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one: you shall love the Lord your God with all 

 



your heart, and with all your souls, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is 

this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these’” 

(Matthew 12:28-31). 

 The first commandment Jesus quotes here is from the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

and is known as The Shema. Shema means “hear” in Hebrew. The Shema according to rabbinic law 

was to be recited morning and night.  

 Later the Jews expanded this passage to include verses 6-9 which led to the wearing of 

phylacteries (little boxes that were placed on the forehead or hand and attached with a leather strap, 

v.8) to serve as a reminder of the verse and the way they were to act. 

 Later as well, the Jews placed a copy of the Shema in a small metal box or skin bag and placed 

it on the door. It is called a “mezuzah” which means door post and reminded them as they were 

coming and going of the scripture. 

 

Question 12: If the first commandment (Thing One) is actually a quotation from Deuteronomy 6:4 in 

the Old Testament, and the second commandment (Thing Two) is a quotation of Leviticus 19:18, why 

does Christ the Cat call these two things “something new”? 

Answer: Thing One and Thing Two are new because they are now held together by the kite – that is, 

the cross of Christ – which gives our two merely human loves a power that neither of them have 

alone. Without the love of God that can be seen clearly in Christ’s cross, our weak and sinful loves 

would never get off the ground.  

This is why the cross-shape of the kites in The Cat in the Hat is so 

significant. Without being supported by the vertical dimension – “Thing Two,’ or 

humanity’s love for humanity – collapses and falls to the ground. Without being 

rooted and grounded in Christ and his love for us, the vertical dimension – 

“Thing One,” or our love for God – also falls. 

It was no doubt Jesus who combined the first and second 

commandments into what he called the “greatest commandment” (Mark 12:31). Likewise, these two 

are never “something new” unless they are held firmly together by Christ and his cross. 

Paul: “For while we were still weak, at the right time, Christ died for the ungodly…God proves his love 

for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6; 8). 

Dr. Seuss: The Cat tells the fish and the children to have no fear, that the two Things are tame and only 

like to have fun. 

 

Question 13: As we know from the story, Thing One and Thing Two at first shake hands with the 

children and then with their kites make a huge mess in the children’s house. So is this the kind of result 

we can expect from the commandments of Christ the Cat when they are given their freedom “outside 

the law”? 

Answer: Again, Christ the Cat will always be guilty of shaking everything up. The revolution of Christ 

the Cat will always turn everything upside down. 

 Take a minute to think about how Christ did everything opposite of what the scribes and 

pharisees thought the Son of God was suppose to do: he hung out with sinners, lepers, women, he 

 



entered Jerusalem on a donkey instead of a great horse, and he died on a cross which was reserved for 

thieves and murderers. 

Luke: “They made for Jason’s house, hoping to bring them before the People’s Assembly; however, 

they found only Jason and some of the brothers, and these they dragged before the city council, 

shouting, ‘The people who have been turning the whole world upside down have come here now…they 

have broken Caesar’s edicts by claiming that there is another king, Jesus’” (Acts 17:5-7). 

 

Question 14: Just before the story ends and the children’s mother returns, the children and the fish 

make Christ the Cat and his Two Things leave the house. Is there any way that alone the children and 

the fish can then clean up the “big mess” left behind by the Cat and his Two Things? 

Answer: no. 

Dr. Seuss: “There is no way at all,” according to the fish. 

Jesus: “In the world you will have trouble” (John 16:33). 

 

Question 15: But is this answer the final answer, that “in the world you will have trouble,” and that is 

that? 

Answer: No. For we know that quite unexpectedly the cat then comes back in the house. And he 

restores and cleans up everything. Totally! Completely! Leaving nothing or no one undone! 

Jesus: “I have told you all this so that in me you may find peace. In the world you will have trouble but 

take courage! The victory is mine; I have conquered the world” (john 16:33). 

 

Question 16: And now that we know this, what do we do? 

Answer: This is basically the question that Dr. Seuss seems to be asking at the end of the story. The 

children’s mother comes home and asks them if they had any fun while she was gone. But they are not 

sure how to answer her. And then Dr. Seuss asks: 

 “What would YOU do if your mother asked YOU? 

These are the final words of the story. And so, in direct words alone the story’s final question isn’t 

answered – the question of “Now that we know this, what do we do?” 

Dr. Seuss: But Dr. Seuss would seem to have given us his answer. For in this story he seems to be 

bearing his testimony in his own way. through his art, he has evidently passed on to us a message that 

he himself has heard and so in this way advises us to do the same. The New Testament also advises us 

to do the same in its testament to “Christ the Cat.” 

John: “It was there from the beginning, we have heard it; we have seen it with our own eyes; we looked 

upon it, and felt it with our own hands, and it is of this we tell. Our theme is the word of life. This life 

was made visible; we have seen it and bear our testimony; we here declare to you the eternal life which 

dwelt with the Father and was made visible to us…And we write this in order that the joy of us all may 

be complete. Here is the message we heard from him and pass on to you: that God is light, and in him 

there is no darkness at all” )1 John 1:1-2; 4-5). 

 

Question 17: So, finally what is the good news that we learn from The Cat in the Hat? 



Answer: “That God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all,” and that furthermore we can be 

absolutely sure that this good news is true just as soon as that fun-loving, light-hearted Cat, Christ, 

comes into the house of our lives and completely takes over. 


