
Sermon                  The Rev. Dr. Edie A. Gause 
EXASPERATED 

 
Responding to the Word 

 
*Hymn 123                 Carol 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison) 
 In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and 
Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of 
the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the  
children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving 
us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the  
covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her  
nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 
prodigal home, God is faithful still.  

 
Pastoral Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 
Pastoral Prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer 

Choral Amen 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever.  
 
Call to Stewardship 
All undesignated cash goes to the Ryle Scholarship Fund. 

 
Offertory          arr. Christopher Uehlein  

“Bring A Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”  
 

*Doxology                  Hymn 606                Old Hundredth 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer (Unison) 
 God of Vision, take these offerings of money 
and turn them into vision;  vision of all people fed,  
vision of all people safe, vision of all people housed,  
vision of all people educated. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
 

 *Hymn 118          Christmas 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

 
*Invitation to Discipleship 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
*Closing Congregational Response      Hymn 143 v. 1 

        Regent Square 
Angels, from the realms of glory,  
wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
You, who sang creation’s story,  
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the new-born King! 

 
*Closing Voluntary        Gilbert M. Martin 

“Gloria!”  
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
December 30, 2018  10:40 A.M. 

 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 
*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 

Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 
Church! Let us lift up our voices in song and prayer that we 
may be refreshed, and our hearts in praise and adoration that 
we may “walk in the newness of life” (Romans 6:4) as we 
joyously worship our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. (Please 
sign the attendance register, pass it down the pew, and 
then back so everyone can greet those worshipping in 
their pew.)  
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Voluntary                   Catalonian Carol 
arr. Michael Bedford   

“In December Bleak and Cold”  
 

Entrance of Baptismal Water and The Christ Light  
    
Chimes                  The Entrance of the Bible 
 
Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 Snow-capped mountains and sand castles on 
 beaches, 
 comets flashing across the night, meteors  
 crashing into moons, 
 Dolphins playing tag in the ocean and trout resting 
 on river bottoms, 
 storks nesting on chimney tops, and doves  
 cooing in the mornings, 
 Children making angels in the snow, teenagers 
 hanging out in hallways, 
 grandparents watching favorite movies,  
 nervous singles on a first date, 

 All creation joins in one song: 
 Praise the Lord! 
 
*Hymn 136              Go Tell It 

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
            
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 How patient You are with us, Loving Creator, 

and how hard we find it to put up with the foolishness of 

others. In humility, You became one of us, and we keep 

wanting everything to be about us. You model a life of 

meekness in service to others, and we are convinced life 

is all about power and success. All creation sings of Your 

kindness, while we hurl angry words at those we say we 

care about the most. 

 

 Yet, rather than becoming frustrated with us, Joy 

of Christmas, You continue to forgive us. Clothe us with 

Your love, we pray, so we might be more compassionate 

towards others. Touch us with Your grace, so we might 

become more gentle people. Fill us with that peace which 

longs to reside in our hearts, even as we seek to continue 

our journey with the Child of Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior. 

 
Silent Confession… 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive) 
 In these moments, let God’s peace dwell in your 

hearts.  For God gives us hope, gives us peace, and gives us 
new life in the forgiveness of God’s grace. 
 
 We will be thankful, for in receiving God’s  
forgiveness, we are enabled to live as faithful followers  

of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

*Congregational Response  Hymn 119 v.2   Mendelssohn 
 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh for us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
Proclaiming the Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Music Ministry 

The Congregation is asked to sing  

the first verse of each of these hymns  

Hymn 132             In Dulci Jubilo 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

Hymn 145                Greensleeves 

“ What Child Is This”  

Hymn 146          Tempus Adest Floridum 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 
Scripture Reading  Pew Bible 
 Colossians 3:12-17 Page 201 
 
 This is a reading from Colossians. 
 Thanks be to God. 

  
Children’s Time       Pastor Edie 
 
Children’s Worship 
 
Sermon Text      Pew Bible 
 Luke 2:41-52   Page 59  
    
 A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 Thanks be to God.  
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