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CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 
 

THE SERVICE OF WELCOMING 
  

Grace First welcomes you for the celebration  
of the birth of Christ into the world.  

 
Opening Voluntary          Sydney Howell, Harpist 

Carols on the Harp 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 In the beginning, God dreamed of a beautiful 
 world. 
 In Egypt, the Israelites dreamed of freedom. 
 In the wilderness, the people dreamed of safety. 
 In Jerusalem, the people dreamed of a  
 Messiah. 
 In Bethlehem, the shepherds and Wise Men 
 dreamed of a new beginning. 
 Then, several years later, Jesus walked this 
 earth and dreams came true. 
 The sick were healed. 
 The poor had food. 
 The forgotten and ignored were seen. 
 The children were welcomed. 
 Everyone was invited to the table, and the world 
 has never been the same. 
 So tonight, we are those who dream. 
 Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our  
 ancestors before us. 
 Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of 
 love and kindness, of peace and hope. 
 Tonight, we dream of a God that draws near to 
 us out of unfailing love.  
 May this candle be a reminder that there will 
 be a day when every dream will be fulfilled. 
 And until then we will be those who dream. 
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Hymn 133 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 God, this year, we dreamed of world peace.  
We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. We 
dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to a     
disease. We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see, of a world 
without fear, and a God that draws near. For it is  
almost Christmas. Love is almost here. May we dream 
to see, and hope to believe. Amen.  
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Call to Confession 
 On this night let us come together in one voice 
and confess our sins so that we may be made whole 
and in right relationship with God our Creator. 
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 Ever-present God, from time to time we 
dream radical dreams. We dream of freedom for 
the imprisoned, food for the hungry, and equality 
for all. We dream bold, radical dreams, until the 
world tells us that these dreams are impossible. 
When that happens, we are tempted to tuck our 
dreams into coat pockets and let them collect dust 
on the shelves of our hearts. Forgive us for giving 
up so easily, for on this night we remember and 
celebrate a radical dream, that you dwelled among 
us. Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the 
shelf with the confidence that with you, the  
impossible is possible. With you, a light always 
shines in the darkness. With you, even an unwed 
teenage couple and a band of shepherds can bring 
joy to the world. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 Receive the Good News that was revealed to us 
through our Lord. Our sins are forgiven. You are a 
child of God and an heir to God’s kingdom. Rejoice in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Congregational Response Hymn 113        Gloria 

Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains,  

and the mountains in reply  
echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
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THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 Holy God, if we listen closely, we can almost 
hear the angels sing. If we listen closely, we can  
almost hear the bleats of sheep following shepherds, 
and the hooves of confused barn animals. If we listen 
closely, we can almost hear the innkeeper say, “No 
room.” If we listen closely, we can almost hear the star 
whisper, “Follow me.” If we listen closely, God, we can 
almost hear you. So, as we turn to your Word, don’t let 
us miss a thing. We want to hear it all, we don’t want 
to miss a thing. Help us listen closely tonight. Amen. 
 
First Reading          Titus 2:11-14             
 

 The word of God for the people of God 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Music Ministry                   Michael Praetorius 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
Sanctuary Choir 

 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming  
from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. 
It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore to men a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
Second Reading                    Luke 2:1-20   
 

 The word of God for the people of God 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Children’s Christmas Program 



6 

 

Homily          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
 
Hymn 132 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Responsive) 
 We believe in hope. 
 We believe that to hope is to dream with our 
 eyes wide open. 
 We believe in peace. 
 We believe that peace is not found by  
 accident. Prepare the way. 
 We believe in joy. 
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 We believe that joy is angel choruses and 
 gifts from the Magi, and the body of Christ 
 gathered as one. 
 We believe in love. 
 We believe that God loves us so much that 
 God could not stay away. So, God showed 
 up as a child. We believe that that love is  
 real, and we know that it changes us. 
 We believe in the power of dreams, 
 and we believe that nightmares, which are all 
 too real here and now, will have no place in 
 God’s promised day. 
 until then, we believe in passing the light, in 
 showing up, in doing the work, in listening for  
 angel choruses, and in learning from the  
 youngest among us. 
 We believe. Amen. 
 

THE SERVICE OF RESPONSE 
 
Call to Stewardship 
 We give gifts during this season. We give to  
family and friends. We give to those in need. What can 
we give to God? How would we wrap it? Well, perhaps 
the best we can give is our time and service. And, of 
course, we can give to support the work of Christ 
through the church. Now is the time we may share in 
the giving of the season.  
 
Offertory    Arr. Rusty Crownover 

Traditional English Carol 
Composer: Geoffrey Shaw 
Lyrics: Frances Chesterton 

 
How far is it to Bethlehem? Not very far.   

Shall we find the stable room lit by a star?   
Can we find the little Child, is He within?   
If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in? 
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May we stroke the creatures there, ox, ass, or sheep?  
May we peek like them and see Jesus asleep? 

 
If we touch His tiny hand, will He awake?   

Will He know we've come so far just for His sake? 

 

Great kings have precious gifts, and we have naught,   

little smiles and little tears are all that we brought.  

  

For all weary children, Mary must weep, 

here on the bed of straw sleep, children, sleep. 

 

God in His mother's arms, babes in the byre, 

sleep, as they sleep who find their heart's desire. 

 
 
Congregational Response  Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 We bring these gifts for your blessing, O God. 
May they be one way to share the great gift we have 
received. May they be used in caring work of your Son, 
whose birth we celebrate. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Communion Offertory        Sydney Howell 

Carols on the Harp 
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Hymn 115 

 
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 
*Sharing the Light of Bethlehem 
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Hymn 122 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing and Benediction 
 
Closing Voluntary           G.F. Handel 

“Joy to the World” 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy taken from Sanctified Art Those Who Dream: for Advent – Epiphany Year B,  
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | Sanctifiedart.org.   

The Journal of Worship Resources Vol. 13, No. 1 Year B 

 

 

 

 

 


