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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

November 22, 2020 

 

Christ the King Sunday 

 

           Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 

Church! We are currently worshipping online and  

in-person. The online service follows the same format 

as in-person worship. We pray that worship as a whole  

will invite you into deeper personal connection with  

God and empower you to live by the example of Jesus 

Christ, all while being guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prelude       Royal Oak 

       Arr. Michael Burkhardt 

“All Things Bright and Beautiful” 

Sanctuary Handbells 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 The Lord God is our shepherd.  

 We are the people of God’s pasture, the 

 sheep of God’s hand.  

 God will seek the lost, feed the hungry, and 

 strengthen the weak. 

 But the proud and the power-hungry will be 

 fed with justice.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 God of majesty, you love us with an everlasting 

love and show us the way to justice and peace. In  

Jesus Christ you have reconciled the whole world to 

you and claimed us as your own, that we may live as 

his body on earth and, with all the saints, enter into 

your glory. Amen.  
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Hymn 268 
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Children’s Moment  The Rev. David Slyter 

 

Call to Confession 

 With sincere and repentant hearts, let us name 

our sins against Christ and one another as we pray  

together the prayer of confession printed in your  

bulletin.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Holy God, Judge of the nations: we confess that 

we have not seen your face among our neighbors in 

need. We have not shared our food with the hungry; 

we have not offered clothes to the destitute or shelter 

to the homeless. We have not welcomed the stranger, 

nor have we visited the prisoners. We have not paid 

attention to these, your children, and in our neglect, we 

have failed to serve you. Forgive us, merciful God, so 

that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your 

presence… 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Siblings, God seeks the lost sheep and feeds 

them with justice. Forgiven and freed, turn, then, and 

live in Christ.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Holy God, open your Word. Give us a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, that our eyes may be  

enlightened and we may know the hope to which we 

have been called; through Jesus Christ we pray. 

Amen.  
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First Reading                    Matthew 25:31-46 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry         Welsh Folk Melody 

“Let All Things Now Living” 

 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

To God the creator triumphantly raise; 

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

by guiding us on to the end of our days. 

 

Gods banners are o'er us; pure light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 

till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 

 

By law God enforces, the stars in their courses, 

the sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

 

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 

With glad adoration a song let us raise 

'Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 

"To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!" 

 

Second Reading          Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Hymn 187 
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Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      

 

Prayers for the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 God holds the depths of the earth and the 

heights of the mountains, the sea and the dry land. Let 

us offer our gifts to God, our Maker.  

 

Offertory                  Dix 

           Arr. Alfres V. Fedak 

“For the Beauty of Each Hour”  
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Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Holy God, use us, and these gifts, to feed the 

hungry, clothe the naked, and honor your presence in 

all people. Amen.  

 

Hymn 766 
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Benediction 

 May God who seeks the lost keep you; may God 

who brings back the wandering heart uphold you; may 

God who binds up the injured heal you; may God who 

strengthens the weak empower you, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

    

Postlude            Sigfried Karg-Elert 

“Now Thank We All Our God” 

 

 

 
 

Todays Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word:  

Worship Companion, Liturgies for year A, vol. 2 

Cover Art: "The good shepherd" is from JESUS MAFA, from Art in the  

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.   

https://lentproject.wordpress.com/resources/visuals-video-painting-and-design/vie-de-jesus-mafa/
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48302

