
Sometimes we as pastors come across passages that have several 

directions/sermons within them. The past two weeks have been the case 

and now that we are in ordinary time, we have semicontinuous passages 

along with lectionary passages. 

 

 At the risk of having many mini sermons that can happen in these 

situations, I thought I would share with you what I learned in my prep and 

like always, allow the Holy Spirit to speak to each of us today. 

 

Read Mark 3:20-35 

 

Jesus is back home! And we all know what happens when someone has 

been away for a while…we have a celebration and welcome the person back 

home! And apparently today’s story is no different. There are so many 

people in the house that Jesus could not even eat a meal. Now whether that 

is because there are so many people you couldn’t raise your arm to eat, or 

Jesus had no chance to eat at all much like the bride and groom at their 

reception because everyone is wanting to congratulate them and wish them 

well, Mark doesn’t really give us the exact reason but apparently Jesus not 

eating is causing a ruckus.  

 

“He has Beelzebul (the devil) in him,” proclaimed the authorities. 

Perhaps they were thinking, “He has given up his security of having a job, he 

was on a collision course with the authorities because he has this new 

following, he wasn’t being “safe” about his own personal well-being, and he 

really didn’t care about what people were saying about him.”1 

 

And now, “He is not taking time to eat.” 

“He’s gone out of his mind,” people were saying. Including his own family! 

 

While there are several cross references of sayings Jesus said in this story in 

other gospels, the situations in which they occur are very different. One of 



the things we often forget is the Bible was written by different people with 

their own style, points of view, and particular theological perspectives. 

 

Knowing something about how Mark writes helps us understand what Mark 

writes. Mark does this often with his stories where he starts a story, 

interrupts it with another story, and then returns to the original story. I 

think of him as a Biblical times Paul Harvey, because when he finishes, you 

know the rest of the story. 

 

Back to our story, Jesus is home, and Mark tells us he is so busy he doesn’t 

have time to eat. Then he tells us the story of how Jesus’ family has shown 

up where he is teaching and preaching, and thinking him out of his mind, 

want to take him away. 

 

Then in Mark fashion, he interrupts the story by telling another of how 

Jesus deals with his critics, specifically their charge that what he says and 

does is not done by the power of God, but by the power of Satan. 

 

Jesus counters with, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” that doesn’t make any 

sense, how would the force that seeks to destroy good and establish evil be 

casting out evil and establishing good? 

 

“If a kingdom is divided against itself it cannot stand. If a house is divided 

against itself, that house will not stand.” 

 

Jesus goes on to explain his statement. And I think it boils down to this, 

Satan is not casting out Satan, God is casting out Satan. Satan has not risen 

up against Satan, God has risen up against Satan.  

 

Then Jesus goes off on another tangent, “But no one can enter a strong 

man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man, 



then indeed the house can be plundered.” No wonder his family thought he 

has lost his mind! His blood sugar level must be getting low. 

 

So, this got me to thinking, is Jesus talking about himself going into the 

house of Satan, tying him up, and then plundering his house? I think it is a 

good analogy that we can draw from this story. Jesus’ life was all about 

Jesus coming to plunder and save us from the one who seeks to steal us 

away. 

 

And no more does he get finished with this tangent, Mark has Jesus taking 

us down another rabbit hole: “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for 

their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit can never be forgiven but is guilty of an eternal sin.” I 

don’t know about you, but I think if my head is spinning with all these 

stories and keeping up, I am pretty sure the people there were feeling the 

same way. 

 

An interesting side note here, Barclay points out something I have missed all 

along, “Jesus could not have used the phrase the Holy Spirit in the full 

Christian sense of the term. The Spirit in all its fullness did not come to men 

until Jesus had returned to his glory. It was not until Pentecost that there 

came to men the supreme experience of the Holy Spirit. Jesus must have 

used the term in the Jewish sense of the term. Now in Jewish thought the 

Holy Spirit had two great functions. First it revealed God’s truth to men; 

second, it enabled men to recognize the truth when they saw it.”2 

 

Almost forever, people have tried to categorize sins according to their 

severity, that some sins are worse than others.  Many refer to it also as 

degrees of sin. First of all, sin is sin. No degrees. But wait you say, God can 

actually forgive a murderer? Yes. God can forgive an adulterer? Yes. So, this 

idea of some sins being worse than others may be based upon one’s own 

opinion and about their particular beliefs and behaviors. 



And finally, we get back to the story that Mark began. We get back to Jesus’ 

family! His family had heard what was going on, so they made their way to 

Jesus. And I want to take a little detour here if you allow me to look back at 

verse 21.  

 

Different translations have different words used in v. 21: 

NAS says, “they went out to take custody of him.” 

KJ says, “they went out to lay hold on him.” 

The Greek says, “they went forth to seize him.” 

NRSV says, “they went out to restrain him.” 

 

When I hear those words, I hear them in the sense of more than just 

concern. They definitely give us the idea that this is very serious, and they 

are going to interact in a more physical way than just coming to Jesus and 

saying, “you are hungry” let’s get you to the local café and get something to 

eat.” And as the Snickers commercial says, “You’re not you when you are 

hungry.” 

 

Now obviously the family was concerned because people were saying, “He 

has gone out of his mind” so maybe they were justified in being alarmed. 

But hold on a minute! And this would be me talking, “you’re telling me that 

Jesus, the Son of God has lost His mind? You have got to be kidding me! 

That is impossible!” 

 

The family arrives in verses 31-32 and send for him, call for him and the 

crowd tells Jesus that his family is outside waiting for him. 

 

At this point I would like to point out something important for Mark and 

that is family, and, in this passage, we see Mark defining two kinds of family. 

There is the traditional sense, earthly, and there is being a part of the family 

of God. For Mark, the traditional family which while very important means 

nothing in comparison to being a part of God’s family. 



We see it in the way Mark describes the relationship between Jesus and his 

mother. 

 

We see it in the way Mark describes Jesus calling others to leave family and 

friends behind and follow God. 

 

We see it here, as Mark gets back to the story he started about Jesus’ 

mother and family coming to take him away. 

 

The author of the gospel of Mark wants us to understand, and with good 

reason, that there is a new family to which we belong in Christ, and that is 

in the family of God. We affirm that when we baptize babies and when we 

ourselves are baptized. Not only do we put on new clothes, but we also 

become a part of the family of God and that is forever! 

 

This idea does and may sound like crazy talk to us: what could be more 

important that a good family? the truth of the matter is – according to Mark 

– this is what Jesus said: “And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 

‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my 

brother and sister and mother.’” 

 

I am pretty sure, and scripture can back me up on this, that Jesus’ mother 

was there at the cross and in some accounts was there at the tomb. It is 

probably safe to say that family was there at the cross as well. They were 

there for him when he needed them even though there was nothing they 

could do. 

 

Despite what people said that day, Jesus was not crazy, had not gone out of 

his mind, didn’t say the things he did and challenge the people the way he 

did for no reason. He had purpose and his purpose was to teach us how to 

live as the family of God and we do that simply by following the will of God. 

 



Jesus knew it could happen, when we learn and practice the will of God in 

our own lives, in the dealings with others, and in the life of the world.  

 

Today we will gather as a family as we gather around the table this morning. 

We are together and that is a good feeling. We come together as individual 

families to join together as the one family of God. To come to follow the will 

of God. 
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