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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

August 16, 2020 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

          Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 

Church! We are currently worshipping online only. Our 

service follows the same format as in-person worship. 

In the next few weeks we will be transitioning from fully 

pre-recorded and edited services to live streaming our 

service. Please allow some grace for growing pains in 

this process. We pray that worship as a whole will invite 

you into deeper personal connection with God and  

empower you to live by the example of Jesus Christ,  

all while being guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prelude      Daniel B. Towner 

           “Trust and Obey”   arr. Sandra Eithun 

 

Call to Worship 

 God has forgiven us and drawn us close,  

 reconciling us through Jesus Christ, who has  

 lavished upon us the fullness of the blessed Holy 

 Spirit. With glad and grateful hearts, let us praise 

 the Lord!  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Jesus, Son of God, your blessings know no 

boundaries that faith cannot cross. Strengthen us to 

trust in your mercy, reach out for your healing, and  

receive your reconciliation. Amen.  
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Hymn 250 
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Call to Confession 

 Let us confess without fear all that keeps us 

from a deep and intimate relationship with God. For 

God yearns to embrace us, forgive us, protect us,  

and bless us. Let us pray together the prayer of  

confession. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus; we are  

tormented! Our lives have been disrupted by the 

devil and by our own devilish desires and evil  

exploits. We are dismayed at your presence,  

anguished by the awful fallout of our own failures. 

We cannot take back what we have said or undo 

what we have done or atone for the agony we have 

caused. We are haunted by the past, plagued by 

the present, and fearful of the future. We shrink 

away from your gaze as strangers outside your  

circle of blessing. Yet the faith you have planted  

in us reaches out for your favor, returns to your 

presence, and hungers for your mercy. Show us 

your ways as we confess in the silence… 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Our God kisses us with kindness, forgiving our 

sins, preserving our lives, and restoring our souls 

through the abundant provision of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Receive now that for which faith has hungered: 

you are forgiven and healed in the name of Jesus the 

Christ.  
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Prayer of Illumination 

 Merciful Savior, your suffering has saved our 

lives, secured our future, and restored us to  

relationship with God. Remove the shame and fear 

that cause us to cower in your presence. By the power 

of your Spirit, open our eyes and hearts to your Word 

of love, mercy, healing, and blessing; through Christ 

we pray. Amen.  

 

First Reading           Matthew 15:21-28 

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

Music Ministry     Arr. James D. Kimball            

                    “Come, Thou Almighty King”  Italian Hymn 

               “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”   Maryton 

Handbell Quartet 

 

 

Second Reading             Genesis 45:1-15 

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Hymn 30 

Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son  

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      
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Prayers of the People (Responsive) 
 Lord help us, 
 we trust in you.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 Christ has provided for us from his own table of 

blessings. Anointing and abundance overflows! Let us 

offer our gifts together from the bounty he has given.  

 

Offertory         Adoniram J. Gordon 
             Arr. Sandra Eithun 

“My Jesus, I Love Thee” 
 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

 Gracious Lord, you have given us more mercy 

than we could imagine and more blessings than we 

deserve. Receive now these gifts as tokens of our 

gratitude to you, that your mercy may be multiplied and 

your blessings abound to embrace all those in need.  

Amen.  
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Hymn 649 
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Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

 

Postlude    Johann Sebastian Bach 

“Prelude in F Major” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word:  

Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 2  

Cover Art: Yoram Raanan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Star Word Prompt: 

Who have you shared your star word with?  

What have you shared? Have they given you any  

 Insight into how you interact with your star word?  


