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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 31, 2021 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

  Let us lift up our voices in song and prayer that 

we may be refreshed so that we may walk in the  

newness of life.  

 

Prelude     arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

“Meditation on Randolph” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 Come! Let us give thanks to the Lord with whole 

 hearts.  

 Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  

 Glory be to the One whose wonders are to be  

 remembered.  

 Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

 Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 The Lord feeds the righteous with truth.  

 Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 Come! Let us give thanks to God.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Almighty God, Light from Light, who commands 

the universe and all that is made, your Word is the 

power that makes whole what is broken, the force of 

good, and the food of peace.  Teach us now as you 

taught in the synagogue.  Heal us now so that in all that 

we say and do, the freedom we have in you may be for 

others, too; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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Children’s Moment  The Rev. David Slyter 

 

Call to Confession 

 The One who pardons, heals, and strengthens 

all who repent calls us to name our failings and our 

hopes. Let us confess our sin praying together the 

prayer of confession printed in the bulletin followed by 

your own silent prayers.   

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Holy and all-powerful God, who commands all 

spirits, comforts those in distress, and casts out  

destructive forces, we confess that we are unable to 

do your will. We protect what is familiar and reject 

what is unknown. We admire those with courage but 

excuse ourselves when we falter from the truth. We 

forget that you are always with us, and that with you all 

things are possible. Forgive us, lead us, make us new. 

Remove our desire to heed false prophets and show 

us your way. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 The God who made you and knows your every 

thought hears you now and forgives you all your sin. 

You have been redeemed through Jesus Christ.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Holy Spirit, your people call out for  

understanding. Bring to our yearning hearts and  

minds the truth of your Word; in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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First Reading             Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

 

  The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry            Slane 

          arr. Henry V. Gerike 

“Christ Be My Leader” 

Sanctuary Choir, 2010 

 

Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the Way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the Truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the Life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 
 

 

Second Reading          Mark 1:21-28  

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Affirmation of Faith                     The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the  

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers for the People and Lord’s Prayer    

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 Do not let idols grow and multiply in your  

hands, but give of yourselves, your time, and your  

possessions out of love for this creation and honor  

toward what you have been given.  

 

Offertory            arr. Gordon Young 

“Prelude on Mercy” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 For Earth, which you have molded, for creatures 

and animals, plants, water, air, and fire, for Jesus who 

died and rose again, for the breath of life, we give you 

thanks, O God.  Let these gifts be used for good  

wherever there is need, in the name of all that you 

have first given us. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 Go out from this place to a world fully known by 

God. Where there is fear, remember the authority of 

Jesus Christ. Where there is need of love, give it.  

Where there is pain, bring peace. For you are loved by 

the One who redeems, and freed to live by the Word of 

life.  

 

The Peace of Christ 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

     

Postlude    arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

“Recessional on Deo Gracias” 

Liturgy taken from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1  

Cover Art: Sheets, Millard, 1907-1989. Word of Life mural –  
University of Notre Dame.  


