
1 

606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford, Texas 76086 
817-594-2744         

www.gracefirstpc.org 

 

The Reverend Ashley Drake Mertz, Pastor  

The Reverend David A. Slyter, Associate Pastor 
Marialice Parish, M.M., Organist and Director of Music 



2 

THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

March 22, 2020  10:40 A.M. 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

You will find the liturgy of the service laid out as it 
would normally be when we gather for worship in the 
sanctuary. You can choose to read it all together, or 
use the call and response format as printed. If you are 
going to follow along with the call and response it may 

help to select a liturgist for one or all the sections to 
lead you. This is good for any age person! If there are 
difficult words you can help each other out! Let us  
worship God by singing hymn 1, Holy, Holy, Holy then 
beginning the liturgy.  When you get to the second 
reading you can press play on the Vimeo link to the 
message by Pastor Ashley.  

 

Hymn 1                      Nicaea 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

Call to Worship 

 God is in the water that restores our soul. 
 And God is in the night when we lose our 
 way. 
 God is in today and tomorrow, raising up leaders, 
 prophets, and dreamers. 
 And God is in the wilderness with us—every 
 step of the way. 
 So with confidence we declare— 
 If God is in those spaces, then God is surely 
 here.  
 Let us worship the God of creation. 
 Let us worship the God of wilderness spaces. 
  

https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/1-holy-holy-holy
https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/1-holy-holy-holy
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Prayer of Invocation 
 Holy God, why is it that we look, but do not see? 
Bring us again and again into your light until your ways 
become visible to us, and bear fruit in us. Touch us so 
that we are utterly changed, a “before” and “after,” a 

“now” and “then”; that we may also say, “one thing I  
do know that though I was blind, now I see.” Lord, we 
believe: help our unbelief. In Christ’s light we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 

 As children of God’s light, we are called to do 
what is pleasing to the Lord: to participate in what is 
good and right and true, and expose what is unfruitful 
and evil. Knowing that we turn from the light, we bring 

our confession to God, so that what is hidden in us  
becomes visible, and the shadows of our hearts may 
be illumined by grace.  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 Jesus of Nazareth, There are stories of you 
healing the blind all over scripture. You were  
constantly opening people’s eyes. So today we  
confess that we often choose to keep our eyes closed. 
We turn away from injustice in our world, worried you 
might ask us to work for change. We close our eyes to 

our privilege, because the truth is uncomfortable.   
We avoid eye contact with those who are suffering to 
avoid identifying with their pain. Forgive us for failing to 
be your Church in the world. Guide us from the depths 
of our wilderness into your light.   

 

Silent Confession 
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Assurance of Pardon 
 The psalmist assures us that God’s goodness 
and mercy will follow us, even pursue us, all the days 
of our life. As God’s forgiven people, receive this  
goodness and mercy, and live a new life in the grace 
of Jesus Christ.  
 
We will live as children of the light for Christ 
shines on us.  
 

Prayer of Illumination 
          Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as 

the Scriptures are read and proclaimed, so that by the 
power of your Holy Spirit we may see what is good 
and right and true. And seeing, help us to do what is 
pleasing to you, so that your glory becomes visible in 
our words and deeds. In Christ’s name, we pray. 
Amen.  

 
Please use your Bible or Bible app to read  

Psalm 23 before beginning the  

message video on Vimeo. 

 

First Reading                Psalm 23 

 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

 

Second Reading and Message         John 9:1-41 

The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

 

 

Hymn 793       Erhalt Uns Herr 

“O Christ, the Healer” 

https://vimeo.com/399305071
https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/793-o-christ-the-healer
https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/793-o-christ-the-healer
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Affirmation of Faith (Responsive)  

 We believe in a wilderness God—  

 Who breathed life into dust, turned seeds 

 into flowers, and flooded the sky with stars.  

 We believe in a wilderness God—  

 Who went hungry in the desert, walked  

 barefoot on the water, and taught from the 

 mountainside.  

 We believe in a wilderness God—  

 Whose love could be described as nothing 

 short of wild.  

 So with confidence and hope, we long to  

 follow our wilderness God who walks with  

 people on their darkest nights,  

 Who sings hope into places of grief,  

 isolation, and suffering, and who exists in 

 the form of untamed joy, endless love, and 

 impossible hope. Step by step, may it be so. 

 Amen.  

 

Prayers for the people and the world.  

Pray for yourself, the church, and the world.  

End with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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Hymn 39             Faithfulness 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 Bear the fruit of Christ’s light wherever you are 

so that all may see what is good, and right, and true. 

Amen.  

 

Peace of Christ 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: Feasting on the Word: Worship  
Companion, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 and Sanctified Art 

https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/39-great-is-thy-faithfulness
https://soundcloud.com/user-662570262/39-great-is-thy-faithfulness

