
III. Responding to the Word 
 
*Hymn 1                 Nicaea 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 
   
*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)          The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                              
 
*Doxology                 Hymn 606                Old Hundredth  

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 
Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        Choral Amen 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever.  
 
Call to Stewardship 

All undesignated cash goes to the Compassion Fund.   
 

Offertory              Gordon Young 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”   

                                                               
*Congregational Response    Hymn 708 (v.1)    Schumann 

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
*Offertory Prayer 
   

IV.  Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
  
*Hymn 610                 Azmon 

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 
*Invitation to Discipleship 
  
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Closing Choral Response       Hymn 747           Enviado 
The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give, 

to make of all the earth a better place to live. 
The angels are not sent into our world of pain 

to do what we were meant to do in Jesus' name; 
that falls to you and me and all who are made free. 

Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will today. 
 

En-via-do soy de Dios, mi mano list-ta_es-tá 
Pa-ra cons-truir con él un mun-do fra-ter-nal. 

Enviado soy de Dios, mi mano lista_está 
para construir con él un mundo fraternal. 

 
*Closing Voluntary                            arr. Charles Callahan 

“Prelude on Jerusalem”                                    
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
March 11, 2018  10:40 A.M. 

 
Girl Scout Sunday 

 
*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 

Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 Welcome to God’s house of worship. As we light 
the Christ Candle, we are reminded that Jesus is “the Light 
of the World” (John 8:12) and of his sustaining presence. 
With the pouring of the Baptismal Water, we know that 
we are made clean and given new life by our faith in God. 
Let us lift up our voices in song and prayer that we may be  
refreshed, and our hearts in praise and adoration that we 
may “walk in the newness of life” (Romans 6:4) as we 
joyously worship our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

(Please sign the attendance register and pass it along, 
greeting those near you. Guests, please share your  

address and telephone number with us.) 
 

I. Gathering Around the Word 
 
Opening Voluntary                Walford Davies 

“Solemn Melody”   
                                         

Chimes                  The Entrance of the Bible 
 
Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 We gather as followers of Christ. 
 We come to rejoice in the life God gives us! 
 God’s grace is the gift we celebrate, 
 and the blessing in which we are made alive. 
 So, we honor God and offer our thanks in this 
 time of worship. 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 

*Hymn 166            St. Flavian 
“Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days” 

                
Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 Ever-living God, we stand to make our confession 
because we do not always live as “raised up” people.  
We squander the Good News of your grace and refuse to 
receive the riches of your grace. Today, we claim your 
power in our lives. We stand because we believe you will 
raise us up not only in our physical selves, but raise us 
up in our spirit, our soul, our very being. Raise us up as 
your congregation, eager to be what you have made us, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Silent Confession… 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Congregational Response     Hymn 838, vs. 4        Promises 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
listening every moment to the Spirit’s call, 

resting in my Savior as my all in all,  
standing on the promises of God.      

 
II. Proclaiming the Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Music Ministry         Hanson Place / arr. Victor C. Johnson 

“At the River” 
“Shall We Gather at the River” 

   Sanctuary Choir 
 

Shall we gather at the river, 
where bright angel feet have trod, 

with its crystal tide forever  
flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river the beautiful river, 
gather with the saints at the river, 
that flows by the throne of God.  

 
Ere we reach the shining river, 

lay we every burden down; 
grace our spirits will deliver, 

and provide a robe and crown. 
 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, 
soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

soon our happy hearts will quiver, 
with the melody of peace. 

 
Old Testament Reading  Pew Bible   
 Numbers 21:4-9   Page 139 
 
 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Moment           Leslie Goeldner
            
Children’s Worship 
         
Psalm 107:1-3,17-22       Pew Bible Page 559      

Cantor: John Fields  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Text          Pew Bible 
 John 3:14-21   Page 94 
   
Sermon                             The Rev. David A. Slyter 

GRACE AND MERCY 
1 2 3 


