
Service of Repentance, Lament, and Commitment 
 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
 
 
WELCOME                          Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
Welcome to worship on this Sunday, June 7, 2020.  A note before we begin 
worship: We are recording this service on Thursday, June 4.  This morning I had 
the privilege of touring the Children’s Advocacy Center of Parker County where 
the people of Grace First have sponsored two rooms and given numerous 
stuffies for children who come through the CAC.  I prayed over all the rooms, 
rooms where interviews take place, rooms where families wait sometimes 
through the night, offices where staff members retreat in the middle of exhausting 
and long workdays. The work that is being done by the people of CAC is work 
that brings the Kingdom of God to life and offers life abundant for all who enter.  
If you have not seen the video Cheryl Bullock sent us last week of the new 
facility, please watch Steepleton Mail from Tuesday, May 26 and continue to hold 
the employees and clients of the Children’s Advocacy Center of Parker County in 
your prayers. 
 
Today’s service comes in the wake of nearly three months of physical distancing 
due to the coronavirus pandemic and a week of civil unrest in the United States 
after the death of George Floyd and in ongoing protest of racial injustice 
experienced by People of Color for generations in this country. I come to this 
service recognizing my place of privilege, my lack of understanding, and with a 
desire to be educated about my personal blind spots and the blind spots of the 
institution I serve, the church of Jesus Christ.  I am certain I don’t have it right, so 
I join you in the midst of the chaos with cries of repentance, lament and in hopes 
for a more just future.  I invite you to do the same.  
 
Throughout the service there will be music interspersed readings from scripture 
and the Book of Confessions. The words to the hymns will appear on the screen.  
You are invited to reflect on the words of the hymn or on the words that have 
been spoken.  I do encourage you to take time to consider the words of the 
hymns following the service if you need more space with the spoken words 
during the service.  Let us enter this time with silence. Honoring all the places 
where we are currently experiencing and witnessing pain, individually and 
communally.   
 
 
PRELUDE              “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  arr. Robert Lau 
 
 



PRAYER OF REPENTANCE  
Holy God, We take these few moments to repent: we take time to confess our 
wrongs, to ask forgiveness from God and our fellow humans, acknowledging the 
harm we have caused to others by our ignoring the value of their lives. We have 
been quick to ignore the deaths of over 100,000 people in the United States over 
the past 2.5 months because we want our lives to go back to the ease of before.  
Break us of our self-interests and turn us toward one another so that we can 
honor each person who is impacted by this invisible life altering virus, even when 
we can’t say we understand.  
 
God, even as we recognize our easy dismissal of lives in this current pandemic, 
we are faced with our blindness to the value of lives for generations, of all people 
of color, but in the United States specifically the generational disregard for black 
Americans. How is that we come to church and hear your scripture read and then 
walk out the doors ignoring the plight of those in our midst, words like these from 
1 Corinthians: 
1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
Love is what you call us to and we have failed. WE have failed one another and 
we most of all have failed you. God, please forgive us for our failure to love 
others as much as we love ourselves.  
 
Mark 12:28-31 
 
Yet, we have continued to prioritize love of self, family, and country over love of 
you and one another. Call us out, change our hearts, set us once again on the 
right path forward so that we can be your light in the world, not for our glory but 
for yours.  
James 3:13-18 
We have heard your call for us to bear one another’s burdens, that we should 
suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness, and that we should fight 
against all which may threaten or hinder unity in you, yet we have too often said 
that sort of work is not for us. Forgive us we pray, forgive us we beg, give us 
mercy and allow us to try again to be the peacemakers.  
 
Hymn 793    “O Christ, the Healer” 
 
PRAYERS OF LAMENT 
 
As we repent of the ways we have separated ourselves from your ways, O God,  
we also are in the midst of immense pain. We are heartbroken and at a loss for 
words so we turn to your word to guide and comfort us:  
 
 



Isaiah 40:1-5, 27-31 
Psalm 22:1-2 
Psalm 6:1-9 
Joel 2:12-13 
 
HYMN 286   “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
 
This past week we honored the gift of the Holy Spirit, often referred to as the 
breath of God, all in the midst of a global pandemic that makes it difficult to 
breathe, and for over 100,000 people has taken the breath from their bodies, and 
as we watched less than two weeks ago a man call out, “I can’t breathe” as his 
life was taken. Let us pray:  
 
Holy God, sustain us, encourage us, give us endurance.  It is easy to burn out, to 
be overloaded, to bury our heads in the sand, it is much easier for that, but you 
call us to give witness to the lives of all people, to love our neighbors as 
ourselves which means celebrating their lives and grieving their deaths.  
 
God this world has shifted enormously in the past three months, we have had our 
eyes opened to pain and suffering, some of which is generations in the making, 
and some of which is still unknown and brings with it it’s own set of fear and 
uncertainty. So we come to you today, acknowledging that where one of our 
fellow humans says they cannot breathe, we join them, in hopes and longing that 
everyone can breathe freely from disease and injustice.  
 
We pray for those who are suffering through the coronavirus, whose breaths are 
shortened and limited by the bodies inability to fight off this unknown terror. For 
those who are hospitalized without the ability to have family join them in their 
care. Give each family endurance and patience as they journey the long, invisible 
road of this virus. WE pray for health care providers who are beyond tired, who 
have worked endless hours, often times away from their families, and are faced 
with unimaginable roles as health care workers, and stand in families for those 
whom they provide care.  We pray for all the essential workers who have left their 
homes in fear of the unknown for the past nearly 3 months. For their 
determination to persevere and provide services that we consumers deem 
necessary. May we have grace abundant for every encounter we have for any 
one of these who must be at the brink of exhaustion and yet with no break in site.  
 
We pray for those tasked with finding a solution, curing this unknown virus. May 
they work with your wisdom toward a healthy and safe cure that can be 
distributed to all people. Quickly and efficiently. That will alleviate fear and 
provide protection from danger. So that we can return to lives with handshakes, 
and hugs and gathering together closely around table and in our sanctuary.  



 
We take these moments to lament the pain we’ve caused, the pain we’ve turned 
a blind eye to, the ways we have done wrong without even understanding our 
actions and meaning no malice.  
 
For the fatigue we feel when we’re faced with change, with truth, with too much 
information and not enough space to process it all. For the times when we feel 
like the Spirit is bubbling up in us longing to break free from the constraints of our 
place, our privilege, our position in society. When things get hard our minds and 
bodies tell us to stop and go back to what was “normal” but we all know that 
change comes, that the Spirit of God keeps moving us and for that we give you 
thanks even when it is difficult to face.  

We pray for those who serve communities in law enforcement. That they 
too would be led by your Spirit, oh God, that they would recognize your call in 
their life to serve all people. 

We pray for people everywhere who wish to do harm, that you would 
intervene to stop the violence before it can even be formed as a thought in our 
minds.  There is too much pain and too much suffering in the world, we don’t 
want more, we don’t need more. We know you are a God of love and we pray for 
your love to shine through the hate and anger and rage that is felt by so many.   

I ask: What does it mean to have the breath of God breathed over me if I 
don’t listen as my brother or sister cries out, I can’t breathe, in any number of 
circumstances most of which are a result of systemic prejudices. God, forgive us. 
Forgive us all the ways we have sinned against one another and sinned against 
you.  May we seek you and honor you by seeking the care and well-being of all 
your children, by honoring your Spirit in each and every human being.  
 
Forgive us we pray.  
Heal us we pray. 
Heal the world we pray. 
Fill us with your love for one another so that we see the face of our neighbors as 
our own. So that we recognize your breath in each and every human being.  
 
Fill us with mercy and love so that we may honor you in all we do. In the name of 
the living Christ who calls us to love we pray. Amen.  
 
HYMN 725    “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMITMENT 
The church that has been co-opted so often by our white cultural identity has 
committed many wrongs against people of color and dismissed easily people 
who have been different from us. Our lack of care for those suffering from 
coronavirus is just one more example of our struggle to accept life experience 
that is different from what we know.  
 
Today is our opportunity to turn from the comfort to which we tightly grip as we 
move forward with commitment to do better, to honor life lost, demand justice, 
and call for resolutions that offer relief for all people.  
 
Hear these words the Confession of 1967 reflecting on what it means to be called 
together as the body of Christ, the Church:  
9.32  The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set 
the pattern for the church’s mission.  Jesus’ life as man involves the church in the 
common life of people.  His service to people commits the church to work for 
every form of human well-being.  Jesus’ suffering makes the church sensitive to 
all the sufferings of humanity so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of 
people in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s 
judgment on our inhumanity to one another and the awful consequences of its 
own complicity in injustice.  In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his 
coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society 
and of God’s victory over all wrong.   
 
9.33  The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its 
action.  So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.  
 
God calls on us to prophesy, to give witness to, to be partners in the healing of 
the world. I remind you of God’s mighty power to bring life from death with the 
words of Ezekiel 37:1-14. 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
God’s ability to restore is immeasurable and God invites us to be part of that 
work with the Trinity, the creator, the embodiment, and the encourager.  
James 5:13-16 
 

So let us commit to pray without ceasing for ourselves to be moved to 
action, for ourselves to be resolved to be part of the solution and no longer part 
of the problem.  And, let there be no confusion, inaction is action against the 
oppressed, so action for justice is required.  

 
 
 



It doesn’t have to look the same, for some it may be marching in the 
streets, for some it may mean changing where you shop, for some it may mean 
making financial commitments to justice oriented causes, for some it may mean 
listening to more voices of people of color, or voices of those impacted by 
coronavirus not with skepticism but with belief in their story, for some it may 
mean speaking up when someone says something disparaging in your midst. 
There are endless ways to honor the lives of those dismissed too easily.  Let us 
commit to being a part of the change this world needs, for the Kingdom of God. 
Let us be part of the prophetic witness to God’s love for all of humanity. Jesus 
has shown us the way, it is up to us to follow.  Amen.  
 
HYMN 726   “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 
 
POSTLUDE   “Out of the Depths I Cry to You”       Martin Luther 
 


