


THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

February 28, 2021 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 Thank you for joining us in worship at Grace First 

Presbyterian Church. Let us lift up our voices in song 

and prayer so that we may walk in the newness of life.  

 

Prelude                  J.S. Bach 

“Hark! A Voice Saith, All Are Mortal” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 Christ died for our trespasses but was  

 raised for our justification.  

 Thanks be to God.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 God, your son Jesus Christ bore the cross for  

our Salvation and was raised from the dead for the  

redemption of the world. Give us the courage to take  

up our cross and follow him, that through his grace we 

may accept the cost of faithful discipleship and receive 

the joy of everlasting life with Christ, who lives with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s Moment                  The Rev. David Slyter 

 

Call to Confession 

 Trusting in God’s promise of salvation, let us 

confess our sin and repent as we pray together the 

prayer of confession printed in your bulletin followed 

by your own silent prayer.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Merciful God, we confess that we have not 

been sincere Christians. We claim to follow Jesus 

but have not taken his path of sacrificial love. We 

profess to be disciples, but we are not willing to 

bear the cost of discipleship. We affirm the virtue 

of self-denial, but we indulge our selfish desires 

and seek earthly gain. Forgive us, we pray free us 

for sincere repentance.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Hear the good news: God deems as righteous 

all who trust that Jesus has been raised form the dead 

for our salvation.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

forgiven! Amen.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your 

Word, reveal to us the good news, and enable us to 

trust in the promise of Salvation in Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 

 



First Reading              Romans 4:13-25 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry          Carl F. Muller 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 

Sanctuary Choir, 2011 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God;  

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence;  

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;  

and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways;  

and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

 

Second Reading                  Mark 8:31-38 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith (Unison)       

Confession of Belhar 10.7-10.8 

WE BELIEVE 

 

(Isaiah 42:1–7) 

 that God has revealed God’s self as the one 

 who wishes to bring about justice and true 

 peace among people;  

 

(Luke 6:20–26)  

 that God, in a world full of injustice and  

 enmity, is in a special way the God of the 

 destitute, the poor and the wronged  

 

(Luke 4:16–19) 

 that God calls the church to follow God in 

 this; for God brings justice to the oppressed 

 and gives bread to the hungry;  

 

(Luke 7:22)  

 that God frees the prisoner and restores sight 

 to the blind;  

 

(Psalm 146) 

 that God supports the downtrodden, protects 

 the stranger, helps orphans and widows and 

 blocks the path of the ungodly;  

 

(James 1:27)  

 that for God pure and undefiled religion is to 

 visit the orphans  and the widows in their  

 suffering;  



(Micah 6:8) 

 that God wishes to teach the church to do 

 what is good and to seek the right;  

 

(Amos 5:14–15, 23–24) 

 that the church must therefore stand by  

 people in any form of suffering and need, 

 which implies, among other things, that the 

 church must witness against and strive 

 against any form of injustice, so that justice 

 may roll down like waters, and  

 righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;  

 

(Psalm 82:1–5)  

 that the church as the possession of God 

 must stand where the Lord stands, namely 

 against injustice and with the wronged;  

 

(Leviticus 19:15) 

 that in following Christ the church must  

 witness against all the powerful and  

 privileged who selfishly seek their own  

 interests and thus control and harm others.  

 

THEREFORE, WE REJECT ANY IDEOLOGY 

  

 which would legitimate forms of injustice and 

 any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such 

 an ideology in the name of the gospel.  



Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 What will it profit us to gain the whole world and 

forfeit our life? With all humility let us make our offering 

to God, trusting not in worldly gain, but in God's  

sustaining grace. 

 

Offertory        J.S. Bach 

“I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant 

you established with Abraham and Sarah, which you 

have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Accept these offerings with the dedication of our lives, 

that we may be for the world a sign of your abiding love 

and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ, by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are 

yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

  

Postlude        J.S. Bach 

“He Who Will Suffer God to Guide Him” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Note 

One of the best known anthems in church music  
literature is Carl Mueller’s “Create in Me a Clean Heart, 

O God”. It is one of the best selling anthems of its  
publisher, G. Schirmer. It was written in 1941 and has 
been sung by Grace First Choirs for many years. The 
text is taken from Psalm 51: 10-13, and its meditative 

text is perfect for Ash Wednesday  
and any time in Lent. 

Liturgy taken from: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1  
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