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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 6, 2020 

 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to 

mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and  

to pray for the return of the light. The church has  

Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent 

wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing 

light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into 

the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that 

Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s 

coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles 

of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 

promises of God with prayer.  

 

Prelude      Paul Manz 

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.” So  
 family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for 
 worship? 
 We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy 
 thoughts. We make space for God to speak.  
 How do we prepare our hearts for worship?  
 We bless all emotions. We feel what we feel.  
 We open ourselves up to be moved.  
 How do we prepare our bodies for worship?  
 We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this 
 space. We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale 
 God’s love.  
 How do we prepare our souls for worship? 
 We bring our full selves into this space.  
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 We wear our hearts on our sleeves.  
 We trust that even now, God is here.  
 Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we 
 must live out in our daily lives. So prepare the 
 way. Let us worship Holy God.  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 Last week we lit the candle of hope, being  
 reminded that those who keep awake, those 
 who dream, are people who hope.  
 (Light the candle of hope) 
 

 This week we light the candle of peace, the  
 candle that reminds us that as people who 
 dream, those who prepare the way, there is a 
 way that does not include fear, conflict, pain, but 
 instead is a way of peace. (Light the candle of 
 peace) 
 

 May we in fact prepare the way for God’s peace 
 in this world.  
 

Hymn 88 
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Children’s Moment  The Rev. David Slyter 

 

Call to Confession 

Let us confess before God and one another the places 
where we fall short of who God has created us to be.  
Let us pray together the prayer of confession printed in 
your bulletin, followed by your own silent prayer.  
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Holy God, we wish that peace was something 

we could buy. We wish that peace could be ordered in 
a subscription service, found on a map, downloaded 
on an app, or voted for in a ballot. We wish that peace 
was as easy as a one-time choice when we are feeling 
our best. However, what we have found is that peace  
involves everyday decisions over and over, whether or 
not we are feeling our best. So today I confess, in front 

of this community of faith, that I need your help this 
Advent season. Prepare the way for greater peace, 
and teach me to be a part of it… 
 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 May God forgive you.  May God’s guiding hand 

surround you. May you know comfort. May you know 

peace.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 God of Peace, We must admit, there are a  
million things on our minds.  We would like to be as 
focused as John the Baptist—preparing the way,  
gathering the crowd, spreading the word of your  
arrival.  Maybe then we’d know peace. However,  
more often than not, we are a swirling compilation  
of grocery lists, text messages, e-mails, and  
over-referenced to-do lists. 
 
 So today, we ask for your help in preparing the 
way. Could you start with our ears, and then maybe 
move to our hearts? We’d like to hear you more  
clearly. Maybe then we’ll know peace. Gratefully we 
pray, Amen.  
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First Reading          Psalm 85:1-2; 8-13 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry    Robert A. Hobby 

“Come, Thou long-expected Jesus” 

Sanctuary Choir 

 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born Thy people to deliver, born a child,  

and yet a king; born to reign in us forever,  
now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By Thine own eternal Spirit rule  

in all our hearts alone;  
by Thine all-suffering merit,  

raise us to Thy glorious throne.  
Rule in all, hope of all. Come,  

expected Jesus, Come. 
 

Second Reading                      Mark 1:1-8      
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Hymn 93 

Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      
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Prayers for the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 God invites us to prepare the way for Jesus 

through the offering of time, talent, and treasure.   

 

Offertory         Hal H. Hopson 

“Blest Be the God of Israel” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of 

Christ your steadfast love and faithfulness have met 

and your righteousness and peace have kissed. May 

the gifts we offer this day lift up those in need and  

prepare the way of your salvation.  
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Hymn 541 

Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

    

Postlude      J.S. Bach 

“O Thou of God The Father” 

 
 

Liturgy taken from Sanctified Art Those Who Dream: for Advent – Epiphany Year B,  
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org and  

Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Year B, Volume 1.  

 


