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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

May 9, 2021 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

As you prepare for worship today you are  

invited to light a candle in your worship space  

or gaze upon the Christ candle in the Sanctuary  

to center yourself for the worship of God.  

 

Prelude     Charles Callahan 

“Aria” 

 

*Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 Sing to our God a new song. 

 God has done marvelous things! 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

 Break forth into joyous song and sing  

 praises.  

 Let the sea roar and all that fills it.  

 Let the world and its people sing together for 

 joy! 

 

*Prayer of Invocation 

 God, help us to love others as Christ has loved 

us. Bring us into the spiritual joy of living our lives as 

your friend, and teach us to abide in your love, that we 

may show that love to the world. Amen.  
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Children’s Moment   The Rev. David Slyter 
Following Children’s Moment those children who would like to  

participate in Children’s Worship may leave with this week’s teachers.  
If your child does not wish to participate in Children’s Worship they are 
welcome to stay in worship! Following worship, you may pick up your 

child in room 6. Teachers today are: Dawn Kahlden & Marti Rosche 
 

Call to Confession 

 We have been called to follow Christ by obeying 

his one commandment: that we love one another as he 

has loved us. Let us confess how we have fallen short 

of that love.  



4 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Loving God, we have not loved you or each  

other with our whole hearts. Forgive us, we pray, 

and lead us toward wholeness, that we may be filled 

with your joy.   

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon (Responsive) 

 Christ loves us so much that he laid down his life 

 for us and calls us his friends. If we can forgive 

 our friends, how much more does Christ forgive 

 us! We are forgiven.  

 Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, O God, in the 

reading of your Word, that we would hear what you 

have to say to us today. Amen.  

 

First Reading         Acts 10:44-48 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry              K. Lee Scott 

“Servants of Peace” 

Sanctuary Choir 
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Second Reading                  John 15:9-17 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)    The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  

he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PW Presentation of Bibles        Janice Smith 

 

Mother’s Day Litany (Responsive) 

 Holy Spirit, You are everywhere the Lord and 

 Giver of life. We praise You for the gift of the 

 women in this Church, through whom You give 

 us life and by whom You offer us comfort.  

 We thank You for their willingness to nurture 

 life, whether through the birth, adoption or 

 care of Your children, and for their trust in 

 You to guide them through the various ebbs 

 and flows of life.  

 We thank You for all the women through whom 

 You give us abundant life;  

 We thank You for school teachers, aunts, 

 grandmothers, sisters, pastors, elders,  

 Sunday School teachers, and friends who 

 share wisdom.  
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 We ask Your tender mercies on all those whose 

 lives have been touched by women who now 

 sing with the heavenly chorus, for those whose 

 tears are not yet dry.  

 Grant them Your peace, which passes  

 understanding.  

 We pray for women who cannot earn enough to 

 feed and clothe and educate those for whom 

 they care.  

 Wake us to our responsibility for common 

 welfare.  

 Holy God, continue to bring forth women who 

 embody Christ to us through every season of 

 life. And, may we choose to honor them as we 

 strive to glorify You.  

 

Call to Stewardship 

 Let us show our friendship with Christ and our 

love for our neighbors by giving generously so that  

we may bear the lasting fruit of Christ’s love.  

 

Offertory                       New Britain 

       arr. Joyce Jones 

“Meditation on Amazing Grace” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer 

 Holy God, in Christ you have chosen us to be 

your friends and to know your will in the world.  

Therefore, we pray in Jesus’ name that these tithes 

and offerings spread your love near and far. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 Live in the joy of Christ’s love and in all the  

marvelous things that God is doing! 

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

  

Postlude     William Boyce 

“Symphony in D: Allegro” 

Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from: 
Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1  

 
Mother’s Day Litany adapted from a Litany from Trish Holland  

 
Cover Art: John 15 9-17—Love commandments of Jesus 

source: Sisters of SSpS  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Sunday, May 9 Mother’s Day—Stuff The Wagon 
   9:00 AM Sunday School Classes 
 10:15 AM Sanctuary Choir Warm-up 
 10:40 AM Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
 11:45 AM Congregational Meeting 
 12:00 PM Christian Ed, Library 
   No Youth Group 
 
Monday, May 10    
    6:30 PM Troop 76, Great Hall 
    6:30 PM Pack 76, North Hall Classrooms 
 
Tuesday, May 11 
   5:00 PM Sanctuary Handbell Rehearsal 
   6:30 PM SJ Ministry Weekly Discussion 
 
Wednesday, May 12 
   7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, May 16 Senior & Scholarship Sunday 
   9:15 AM Sunday School Classes 
 10:15 AM Sanctuary Choir Warm-up 
 10:40 AM Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
   1:00 PM PYP Event at Holland Lake Park 
    (Bring your lunch and kids!) 
   5:00 PM Youth Group at and with Faith Aledo 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Called Congregational Meeting—Today, following  

worship. The Session has called a meeting for the purpose 

of electing a new slate of officers. The following members 

have accepted nomination from the nominating committee. 

  

2024 Elder Class      2024 Deacon Class 

Mac Smith    Bob Allen 

Marti Rosche    Bettie Riall 

Jill Bray - Trustee   Sharon Barnhart 

 

Stewardship—During the time of Stewardship we will not 

pass the offering plate. If you would like to contribute  

financially to the ministries of Grace First, you may do so by 

placing your offering in the designated box in the Narthex 

as you leave the Sanctuary, or by visiting this link:https://

gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving 

 

PW Birthday Offering—Please join us Wednesday, May 

19 at 6pm for the 2021 Birthday Offering. Bring your dinner 

and a drink, PW will provide cake and ice cream. Please 

register online.  

 

Star Word Prompt for May—As we prepare for Pentecost, 

how has the Holy Spirit lit a fire in you in/through your star 

word? What new thing has it inspired you to do?  

 

VBS—It is time to register for the 2021 Grace First VBS!  

Go online to Gracefirstpc.org to register and to find more 

information about this year’s curriculum.  

 

All Church Picnic—Join us for this intergenerational event 

on May 26, beginning at 5pm. There will be games, food, 

fishing, and fellowship! Sign-up through Church Matters. 

https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=5b9ec16bb681875ff1d10465c&id=94ca8e519e
https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=5b9ec16bb681875ff1d10465c&id=94ca8e519e
https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=5b9ec16bb681875ff1d10465c&id=ba463f4706

