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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

March 14, 2021 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 As you prepare for worship today you are  

invited to light a candle in your worship space or 

gaze upon the Christ candle in the Sanctuary to 

center yourself for the worship of God.  

 

Prelude                  Beecher 

                arr. Dale Wood 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 

 O give thanks to the Lord, who is good; 

 God’s steadfast love endures forever.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Almighty God, through Jesus Christ you bring 

salvation to the world. Give us strength to believe in 

him that we may share in his victory over the power 

of death and fulfill the purpose for which you have 

made us, for he dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.  
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Children’s Moment   The Rev. David Slyter 
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Call to Confession 

 This is the judgement, that the light has come  

into the world, for people loved darkness rather than 

light because their deeds were evil. Let us uncover our 

sin before the liberating light of Christ. Please join me in 

the prayer of confession printed in the bulletin  

followed by your own silent prayer of confession.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Merciful God, we confess the folly of our sin 

and the hypocrisy of our complaints. We grumble 

about the evils in our world, even as we commit  

injustices and profit through deceit. We fret about 

the scarcity of resources while hoarding earth’s 

goods and cheating the poor. We protest the  

problems of the world, but we do not actively work 

to address them. Merciful God, expose our sins  

before the light of your grace. Heal our sin and free 

us from our foolish ways that we may know the joy 

of eternal life in Christ, in whose name we pray. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the word, but in order that the world might 

be saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are  

forgiven.  
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Prayer of Illumination 

 Loving Creator, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

open your Word and illumine our shadow-filled world, 

that we may see clearly and live faithfully by the light  

of your truth in Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

First Reading     Numbers 21:4-9 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry                    Faithfulness 

       arr. Anna Laura Page 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Handbell Quintet 

 

Second Reading         John 3:14-21 

 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Affirmation of Faith                     The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 
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Call to Stewardship 

 People of God, let us offer our sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, telling of God’s deeds with songs of joy.  

 

Offertory                 Southwell 

          arr. Robert Lau 

“Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful 

works among humankind. Accept this offering with the 

dedication of our lives and help us be for the world an 

emblem of your steadfast love, in Christ. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

  

Postlude        Samuel Scheidt 

“God The Father, Be Our Stay” 
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Music Notes 

 

The Music Ministry of Grace First Presbyterian wishes 

to honor Kay Sheffield for her many years of dedicated 

service to the Sanctuary Handbells. Kay has shared 

her time and talents for many programs, and we are 

truly appreciative of all that she has done.  

We wish Kay and Gary God’s blessings  

as they move to Colorado. 

Thanks, Kay! 

Liturgy taken from: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1  

Cover Art: Mount of Olives photo by Ashley Drake Mertz  
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Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How is God speaking to me today? 
(Music, Sermon, Scripture, Prayers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the takeaways for today’s Service?  
What is standing out to me? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did the service challenge me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living in faith is something we do daily.  
What actions will I take based on today’s service? 


