
Sermon Text          Pew Bible  
 Mark 8:31-38   Page 44 
  

 A reading from the Gospel of Mark. 
 May your Spirit stir us.  
 
Sermon                               The Rev. Edie A. Gause 

LENTEN LINKAGES: DEALING WITH EVIL 
 

III. Responding to the Word 
 
*Hymn 819         “Be Still, My Soul”                Finlandia 
   
*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  From the book of Confessions  

 Already, God’s reign is present as a ferment in 
the world, stirring hope in us and preparing the world 
to receive its ultimate judgement and redemption. 
 With an urgency born of this hope, the church 
applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better 
world. It does not identify limited progress with the 
kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the 
face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, 
the church looks beyond all partial achievement to 
the final triumph of God.  
 “Now to him who by the power at work within 
us is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask 
or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
Pastoral Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 
Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer       Choral Amen 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever.  
  
Call to Stewardship 

All undesignated cash goes to the Compassion Fund.  

Offertory        Robert Lau 
“Prelude on Terra Beata”  

                                                                
*Congregational Response      Hymn 546, v.2  

Sicillian Mariners 
Thanks we give and adoration  
for your gospel’s joyful sound; 
may the fruits of your salvation  
in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 
to your truth may we be found. 

 
*Offertory Prayer 

  
IV. Bearing and Following the Word into the World 

  
*Hymn 547     Ar Hydy Nos 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

 
*Invitation to Discipleship 
   
*Charge and Benediction (Responsive) 
 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace, 
 through the power of the Holy Spirit. Bless the 
 Lord.  
 The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
*Closing Choral Response                    John Carter 

“May the Grace of Christ Our Savior” 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
May the grace of Christ our Savior, 

and the father’s boundless love, 
with the Holy Spirit’s favor 
rest upon us from above. 

Thus may we abide in union 
with each other and the Lord, 

and possess in sweet communion 
joys which earth cannot afford. 

Amen. 
                                     
*Closing Voluntary                             arr. Gilbert M. Martin                                  

“Prelude on Azmon”  
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

February 25, 2018  10:40 A.M. 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 
Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 Welcome to God’s house of worship. Let us lift up 
our voices in song and prayer as we joyously worship our 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

(Please sign the attendance register and pass it along, 
greeting those near you. Guests, please share your  

address and telephone number with us.) 
 

I. Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Voluntary              arr. Jason Krug 
  “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
  Sanctuary Handbells 

 
Chimes                  The Entrance of the Bible 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 God, you created this world for us to abide in.  
 Teach us to live in and appreciate your world.  
 Christ, your life was sacrificed on a cross for our 
 redemption.  
 Give us grateful hearts for your redeeming 
 love.  
 Holy Spirit, you are ever present to inspire us.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the        
 facing of this hour.  

 

Prayer of Invocation  
 

*Hymn 370 “This Is My Father’s World”   Terra Beata 

                
Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 Loving God, Lord of the Church, we confess  
that we have sinned against you in thought, word  
and deed: we have not loved you with all our heart or 

served you with all our strength; we have been blind  
to the vision of a renewed world and deaf to your call  
to costly discipleship; we have been indifferent to the 
suffering of others and unwilling to forgive one  
another. In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us. 
Amen. 
 
Silent Confession… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Congregational Response   Hymn 840 (Refrain) 

Ville Du Havre   
It is well with my soul;  

It is well; It is well with my soul. 

 

II. Proclaiming the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 
 Teach us through the words of Scripture we 
hear, and lead us to share those words with those we 
meet. We await the stirring of your Spirit. In Christ we 
pray with anticipation. Amen. 
 
Music Ministry        Kathleen Thomerson             

arr. Richard Erickson 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

          Sanctuary Choir  
  

I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

 
In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
and show me the way to the Father. 

 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ, 
I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus.            

 

Old Testament Reading  Pew Bible   
 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Page 13 
 

 This is a reading from the book of Genesis.  
 May these words teach us your ways, O God.  
  

Children’s Anthem          Dorothy Christopherson  
“Lord, Bless My Growing” 

   Carol Choir 
 

Lord, bless my growing! 
I know your word, unchanging Lord, 

you have promised me, your child I’ll always be. 
Lord, bless my growing, bless my knowing, 

Bless my growing years. 
 

Lord, love my changing! 
I need your care, unchanging Lord, 

I will trust in you, my faith each day renew. 
Lord, love my changing, love my wond’ring, 

Lord my growing years. 
 

Lord, guide my journey! 
I’ll follow you, unchanging Lord, you will light my way. 

My heart will never stray. 
    Lord, guide my journey, guide my footsteps, 

guide my growing years. 
 

Children’s Moment      Linda Skov
             
Children’s Worship         
 

Psalm 22:23-31  Pew Bible Page 501 Cantor: John Fields 
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