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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
January 3, 2021 

 

Epiphany 
The Second Sunday of Christmas 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
  Let us lift up our voices in song and prayer that 

we may be refreshed and our hearts in praise and  

adoration that we may walk in the newness of life.  

 

Prelude       Arr. Mark Hayes 

“Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming” 
 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 The Magi had a dream. 
 They dreamed of a Messiah. They dreamed of 
 just rulers. They dreamed of a new day for all 
 people.  
 The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them 
 to action. 
 They journeyed to unknown places. They  
 followed a star. They walked for days to get 
 to Jesus.  
 So may we be like the Magi.  
 May our dreams inspire action. May we  
 worship the one true God. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 God of every nation, by the light of a wondrous 

star you led wandering magi to the humble infant  

Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the world.  

In the miraculous and the mundane, in union with all 

who have glimpsed the light of your grace, lead us to 

Christ, that we may offer our worship and serve him 

with sincerity of heart; for he lives with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, forever.  Amen.  
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Hymn 133 



4 

Children’s Moment  The Rev. David Slyter 

 

Call to Confession 

 Isaiah proclaimed: Darkness shall cover the 

earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 

arise upon you and God’s glory will appear over you.  

Let us acknowledge the places of sin in our lives and 

receive God’s mercy.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 God, I love to worship you when the stars 
are bright above me. I love to worship you when 
the sky is clear, and the breeze just right.  I love to 
worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is  
an easy one. Unfortunately, as you know, this  
journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. Now 

and again, the stars disappear. My feet get blisters, 
and the journey is far too long and lonely. On 
these days, forgive me for giving up quickly.  
Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for 
taking the shortcut home. I want to be as brave as 
the Magi. I want to persevere. Guide my feet. Show 

me the stars.  
 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Beloved of God, thrill and rejoice in God’s  

goodness. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are  

forgiven.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 God of the Milky Way, we like the Magi, are 

walking toward you. One foot in front of the other,  
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we are walking toward you. It is our very prayer to 

move your way. And when we start to get lost or doubt 

our dreams, give us the will to persevere. We are 

walking toward you, O God. So like the parent that 

throws open the door, open the door to us through this 

text. Amen.  

 

First Reading                   Isaiah 60:1-6            
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Second Reading              Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

                     & Special Guests 

 

Hymn 135  
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Affirmation of Faith    

 We believe in God, who came to this earth as a 

child, was born to unmarried teenage parents, and was 

quickly made a refugee. We believe that this child grew 

up to heal the sick, see the poor, dine with outcasts, 

welcome foreigners, wash the feet of sinners, offer 

second chances, and bless the children. And so, we 

believe that Christmas is only the beginning. The 

dream does not end with a manger. The dream ends 

with God’s promised day. So, until all God’s children 

are home, we will follow the Magi’s lead—walking, 

seeking, and looking up. May it be so, for this we  

believe. Amen. 
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Prayers for the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 The Magi brought gifts to Christ at his nativity 

and offered their lives in worship. With thankful hearts, 

let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.  

 

Offertory      Arr. Mark Hayes 

“Still, Still, Still” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

 Loving God, we give you thanks for the light of 

the world, Jesus Christ, through whom we have  

become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 

sharers in your promise. Receive the gifts we offer in 

union with Jesus, and help us to live to the honor and 

glory of your name. Amen.  
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Hymn 151 
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Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

     

Postlude     Arr. Mark Hayes 

“Listen to the Angels” 
   

 

The Reverend Ashley Drake Mertz, Pastor  

The Reverend David Slyter, Associate Pastor 
Dr. Holly Hughes, Pianist 

Liturgy taken from Sanctified Art Those Who Dream: for Advent – Epiphany Year B,  
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC |  

sanctifiedart.org and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Year B, Volume 1. 


