
Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
 

*Hymn 231              Sung to the tune of  Ode to Joy 
“Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers” 

 
*Invitation to Discipleship 
  
*Charge and Benediction (Responsive) 
 Walk in the light as God’s own children, united in 
 love for one another. 
 We would dwell in God’s house and abide in 
 Christ’s love. 
 Be guided by Gods word, that you may bear good 
 fruit. 
 We pray for God’s guidance, that we may love 
 in word and deed. 
 The Spirit of Christ sends you on your way  
 rejoicing.  
 All the ends of the earth are responding to what 
 God has done for us in Christ.    
 Amen.  Amen. 
 
Closing Choral Response             Marion 

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”  
  

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

 the cross of Christ your King. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
*Closing Voluntary            Theodore Dubois 

“Toccata in G Major”   
 

A congregational meeting has been called for  

immediately following worship. 

Please be seated and turn your attention to the pink insert. 

The meeting is for the purpose of election of the Pastor 

Nominating Committee and the purpose of electing  

officers for the Session, the Board of Deacons,  

and the Scholarship Committee.   
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The Reverend Dr. Edith A. Gause, Interim Pastor   

The Reverend David A. Slyter, Associate Pastor 
Marialice Parish, M.M., Organist and Director of Music 

8.20 The various offices in the church do not  
establish a dominion of some over others; on the  
contrary, they are for the exercise of the ministry  
entrusted to and enjoined upon the whole  
congregation. 
 
*Doxology                 Hymn 606                Old Hundredth  

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 
Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        Choral Amen 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever.  
 

Call to Stewardship 
All undesignated cash goes to the  

Fred & Barbara Ryle fund. 
 

Offertory                 César Franck 
“Adagio”  

 
*Congregational Response    Hymn 765      Argentina 
 

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our 
lives with love, and joy, and peace. May the God of justice 

speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to  
every land and race. Praying, let us work for peace;  

singing, share our joy with all; working for a world that’s 
new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.  

 

*Offertory Prayer (Unison) 
We give to tell the world your good news in Christ. As 
you have loved us, we give ourselves in love for all your  
people. May we glorify you through our discipleship. 
Amen. 

Today’s liturgy has been adapted from Whispers of God by Lavon Bayler. 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
April 29, 2018  10:40 A.M. 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 
Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 Welcome to God’s house of worship. Let us lift up 
our voices in song and prayer that we may be refreshed, 
and our hearts in praise and adoration that we may “walk 
in the newness of life” (Romans 6:4) as we joyously  
worship our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

(Please sign the attendance register and pass it along, 
greeting those near you. Guests, please share your  

address and telephone number with us.) 
 

I. Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Voluntary               Alexander von Fielitz 
“Hymnus”  

                                         
Chimes                  The Entrance of the Bible 
 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 Come, children of God, to sing a new song, clap 
 your hands and shout for joy. 
 Jesus is our good news, our joy, and our  
 salvation. 
 In steadfast love and faithfulness God has done 
 marvelous things. 
 God raised Jesus from the dead; Christ is alive 
 and at work among us. 
 The ends of the earth turn to God; all families of 
 nations worship our Creator. 
 Christ is the vine; we are the branches. Apart 

 from Christ we can do nothing. 
 

Prayer of Invocation (Unison) 
 We come to you, Loving God, needing the love 
you alone can give. Your love comes to us in Jesus, 

bringing abundant life for all who will receive it.  

Empower us by your love to love one another; abide in 
us to perfect your gift within and among us. Through 

Christ. Amen.  
 
*Hymn #157          Lord Of The Dance 

“I Danced in the Morning” 
     
Call to Confession  
   
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 We confess, O God, that we are accustomed to 
having our own way. Our abundance has tricked us into 
believing that we are independent, self-sustaining  
creatures. Yet, when our ingenuity solves one problem,  
a dozen more seem to take its place. We need help to  
understand, to be reconnected, to be truly productive. 
We need your love and forgiveness in order to live with 
ourselves, and with one another. Help us, God! Amen. 
 
Silent Confession… 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Congregational Response Hymn 840          V ille Du Havre 

                    It is well with my soul;  It is well;         (Refrain) 
It is well with my soul.          

 
Proclaiming the Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 
 Interpret your word to us, Gracious God, so we 
can understand and act. Feed us with food that satisfies 
and cleanse us from all that pollutes and destroys. May 
we be productive branches of the true vine, Jesus Christ, 
subject to your love and care. Confront and shape us  
according to your perfect love. Amen. 
 
Music Ministry         J. S. Bach 

“Sing Praise to Christ” 
Sanctuary Choir 

 

Sing praise to Christ, the Lord. Alleluia! 
Sing praise to Christ, our risen Savior and King! 

Adore Him forever and worship his name. 

New Testament Reading  Pew Bible   
 Acts 8:26-40   Page 126 
 
 A Reading From The Book Of  
 The Acts Of The Apostles. 
 Thanks be to God. 
  
Children’s Moment       Bettie Riall
             
Children’s Worship         
 
Psalm 22:25-31     Pew Bible Page 500 

      Cantor: Dianna Dixon 
 

 
Sermon Text   Pew Bible  
 John 15:1-8  Page 109 
     
Sermon                             The Rev. Dr. Edie Gause 

FOR A TIME LIKE THIS! 
 

III. Responding to the Word 
 
*Hymn #694             Aurelia 

“Great God of Every Blessing” 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  
(From The Theological Declaration Of Barmen Items 8.19 & 8.20) 

          
8.19 “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great men exercise authority 
over them. It shall not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant.”  

1 2 3 

Refrain 
Joseph Parry 

Arr. Hal H. Hopson 
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