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Christmas Eve 2018 
 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand as music begins. 
Additional worshipers may enter as the congregation sings. 

 
 

Grace First welcomes you for the celebration of Christmas Eve 2018. You have come 
from near and far to celebrate the Gift of God’s Son Jesus into our lives. May this 
service be a blessing to you as you bless others with your presence here.  

 
 

The Service of Welcoming 
 

Opening Voluntary                                 Sydney Howell, Harpist 
Carols on the Harp   

                                
Chimes                                                                                       The Entrance of the Bible 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                      Christie and Christopher Tull 
 
*Hymn 133                                            Adeste Fideles 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 
Litany of the People (Responsive) 
 It was an ordinary event; after all, women give birth every day. 

 The baby cries; the woman puts the child to breast, and the world goes on. 

 God did not pitch a tent in front of us in an extraordinary way. 

 Jesus arrived as all of us do, powerless and dependent, a baby. 

 What ordinary means for the Son of God! No royal robes, nor was there priestly 

 garb! In fact, there was no garb at all. . .  

 Just a naked baby, born to dwell among us. . . And yet in that ordinary 

 place,  holy was the night, 

 For holy were the hearts of those who heard the word of God in the ordinary 

 birth cry of a child.  

 
Prayer of  Invocation  
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Grace First Presbyterian Church 
 

Interim Pastor—The Rev. Dr. Edith A. Gause 

Associate Pastor—The Rev. David A. Slyter 

Ministers—The Congregation 

Deacons—Mac Smith and Myrna Fields 

Greeters—Kevin and Leslie Goeldner 

Nursery Attendants—Donna Thurston and Jan Messimer 

Communion Elders—Dr. Mark & Sarah Eidson, Wade & Rebecca Williams 

Communion Set-up & Clean-up—Sally Arnold, Janet Duncan, Karen Lail & 

            Christie Tull 



 
 

Merry Christmas 
 

We welcome Sydney Howell to this service. Sydney has played for us 
many years, and we are delighted she joins us this Christmas Eve. 

 
 

Pastor Edie Gause is available all week should you need a pastor’s 
services. Please call the Pastor’s cell phone at 817-304-9015 if you need 

assistance. The church office is closed through January 1.  
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*Congregational Response     Hymn 113 v. 1                             Gloria 

 
Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply  
echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
The Service of the Word 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
  
Old Testament Reading   Pew Bible 

Isaiah 62:6-12   Page 692 
 
A reading from the Prophet. 

 Thanks be to God for words spoken and words heard  
 
Music Ministry     “Who Will Go to Bethlehem?”       Simon Andrews 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

Who will go to Bethlehem where shone the magi’s star? 
The glow above the manger, a vision now afar. 

 
Caroler, caroler, point the way; Sing Noel, Noel today, 

born long ago and far away, The Christ is here this Christmas Day. 
 

The path that led to Bethlehem  where shepherds watch by night, 
who stood in awe, transfigured by a glorifying sight. 

 
And yet the light, still burning, brings back the faint refrain 
of that small band rejoicing the peace of Christmas reigns. 

       
Scripture Reading     Pew Bible 

Luke 2:1-20    Page 58 
 
A reading from the Gospel. 
All praise to you, O Christ.  

         
Sermon                                                              The Reverend Dr. Edith A. Gause 

THE GIFT OF THE MAGI 
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*Hymn 140          Irby  
“Once in Royal David’s City”  

 
The Service of Response 

 
Invitation to Give 
 
Offertory                                                           Adolphe Adam           

“O Holy Night” 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 

it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
till He appeared and soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks the new and glorious morn: 

 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born. 

O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
Led by a star, above them brightly gleaming, 

appeared the wise men from far Eastern land. 
The King of kings lay in a lowly manger, 

to us this day is born to be our God. 

 
*Offertory Prayer  
 

The Service of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 
Hymn 121                             St. Louis 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 (Gluten free bread in small cups on each tray.) 

 

Communion Voluntary          Sydney Howell, Harpist 
Carols of Christmas on the Harp       
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Prayer after the Meal (Unison)  
 We give you thanks, O God for joining us. May your act of togetherness 

and compassion teach us how to ever more understand compassionately those 

around us and far away who are also made in your image. May this bread and 

cup fulfill our longings for your Mystery to live within us. This we pray to the one 

who is Mystery Incarnate. In the name of the Baby born in Bethlehem, we pray 

Amen. 

 
Hymn 115                                                                        Mueller 

“Away in a Manger” 
 

The Service of Light 
 

Sharing the Light of Bethlehem 
 We ask that each lighted candle be held upright and the unlighted candles   
 tilted as the light is passed from person to person and keep them lit until   
 you enter the Narthex. 
 

  
*Hymn 122                              “Silent Night, Holy Night”               Stille Nacht 

 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:  “Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
*Blessing and Benediction 

 
 

In silence, the congregation will follow the choir out.  
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