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Today’s second reading comes from the gospel according to Mark, chapter 8, verses 

31-38. Let us begin with verse 27.  Listen for God’s word to you this day:  

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John 

the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, 

“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”[h] 30 And 

[Jesus] sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.” 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel,[i] will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who 

are ashamed of me and of my words[j] in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
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the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 

holy angels.” 

This is the word of God for the people of God…thanks be to God.  

The cost of discipleship is high.  It is not cheap, or easy, it is laborious and demanding.  

It often asks us to say things out in the open that go against the popular view or way of 

doing things. Today’s text gives us this stark reminder as Jesus jolts the disciples into 

an awareness of what it will cost them to truly follow Jesus, an awareness that they may 

not have quite been expecting.  

Here we are in Lent, in this season of turning from ourselves, repenting of the ways we 

have allowed ourselves to be separated from God, and in the best of circumstances, 

eagerly drawing nearer to God, more closely aligning with the life that Jesus has called 

us to live.  And we find ourselves with a text that is laying out the high stakes of our 

relationship with God and to Jesus and with one another. Is this demanding discipleship 

really what we find ourselves longing for in lent, or at any time of the year?  

I began reading today a few verses before our prescribed lectionary text to give us 

context. Jesus is traveling with his disciples, they have heard his parables, they have 

seen him heal, and now he is asking them who people are determining him to be, and 

who it is they determine him to be. Peter responds, “You are the Messiah” to which 

Jesus immediately tells those who hear Peter’s proclamation to not reveal it to anyone 

else. Most of Mark is this back and forth play between revealing Jesus’ identity, and 

keeping it protected, hidden in some ways.  
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Jesus then goes into an explanation of what will happen with his life: that he will suffer, 

that he will be rejected by those in power, that he will be killed, and then he will rise from 

the dead. And, he says this openly, not in secret, to just one or two of his disciples, but 

to all of them who had gathered with him.  Peter’s response was to take him aside and 

chastise him, rebuke him for speaking these words.   

Peter undoubtedly was expecting a royal leader as his Messiah, someone who would 

be kingly, who would sit on a throne in power, and reign over land and people. But, just 

as Peter is claiming that title for Jesus, Jesus turns around and says that is not at all 

who he was meant to be. This must have been alarming to Peter. Peter wants a winner 

messiah, a Christ who takes down in every literal way the Roman empire, ushering in a 

new era.  Peter expects a king, like David, to be the Messiah.  And even though Jesus 

has given no indication that he intends to be that kind of Messiah, it is almost as if in this 

passage Peter is daring him to claim that place, to make it known that he will take on 

the ruling authorities, those in power with force. Jesus refuses to take his bate, and lays 

out the path that stands in stark contrast.  

All of this is the set up for what has become the most widely used phrase from this text 

in Christian circles: take up your cross and follow me… this phrase has been used to 

justify individual suffering in abusive relationships, suffering at the hands of institutions, 

and even suffering in silence.  But, the meaning of Jesus’ statement to take up your 

cross and follow me has nothing to do with a personal, isolated suffering…it is a lived 

response to who God is and who Jesus shows us to be: standing up for the 

marginalized, and outcast, speaking up for the common good and working against any 
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form of injustice.  An expected phrase from an expected kingly messiah would have 

been take up your sword and follow me… but that is not who Jesus is, much to Peter’s 

dismay.  Jesus is saying our power comes in the way we live our lives, the way we 

show who God is not through power obtained by violence but through the power of love.  

A stark contrast to the wielding of power in the use of a sword.  

It’s easy for us to dismiss Peter’s expectations of what the messiah should look like, 

calling him unaware or seeing him as someone who just misses the boat.  But, it is only 

because we have had 2000 years to process Jesus’ identity. Peter places his hopes for 

a royal king on someone who was a servant to those on the outside and challenger to 

those on the inside, maybe something we’ve done a time or two ourselves. This text 

begs the question of whether we are Peter, standing on the side, demanding Jesus to 

be quiet or if we will be a follower of Jesus that speaks out and takes risks, not for risk 

sake but for sake of the good news that is Jesus Christ?  

We have seen this same scenario play out across history with prophetic voices taking 

up the cross, an instrument of death, taking on the suffering, as they draw attention to 

the injustices against God’s children, while others, out of fear, or out of self-

preservation, or out of denial, move in lockstep with the oppressor in the name of 

religion.   

Three telling examples of this come in the lives and deaths of Sophie Scholl, Martin 

Luther King, Jr., and Father Oscar Romero.  All 3 people of faith, led by their faith to 

speak up for those on the margins, those facing life altering and life ending injustices, 
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proclaiming God’s love for all people. All 3 told to keep quiet. All 3 ultimately being killed 

for speaking quite openly.  

Those who speak up for justice quite openly, those who bear the cross, and give 

witness to the God that is love are often the ones who the rest of the world wants to kill. 

Jesus knew this was the case, Jesus knew where speaking quite openly would lead for 

him. The cost of discipleship can sometimes risk our lives.  This isn’t to say we should 

set out to be killed but it is a stark reminder that the good news of Jesus Christ isn’t as 

light as we’d always like it to be.  It requires more of us than just accepting who Jesus 

was, the messiah, it’s embodying Christ to the world.  Which can take many forms, it 

can mean having conversations with loved ones when they use language or act in ways 

that are harmful, it can mean advocating for equitable policies in our local, state, and 

national, it can mean providing food to those who are hungry, and safe shelter for those 

without, and nowadays it means wearing a mask.  It means being willing to listen closely 

for where Christ is calling us to show up as God’s love in the world, it’s Living Grace 

First.  This may require us to take a step back from our expectations, much in the way 

Peter was required to take a step back.  It won’t always be comfortable, it may involve 

some risk, and if we’re successful it will change the world, if even for one person.  

 Friends, Jesus does not intend any of us to bear personal suffering for the sake 

of suffering, that is not what bearing the cross is about. Jesus wants us to each have 

abundant life, and Jesus invites us to work toward that abundant life not just for 

ourselves, but for all.  In this season of Lent, as you draw nearer to God, asking God to 

be revealed to you anew, as we each journey with Jesus to Jerusalem I invite you to 
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consider how the places you are in your life, whether at home, in our places of work, or 

in our positions in the community, how you are saying quite openly that all of God’s 

children have purpose and value. How you are being called to show God’s love to the 

world. Jesus was not a messiah that looked the way many expected. How do our lives 

look different as his followers?   

 


