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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
February 21, 2021 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us lift up our voices in song and prayer that  

we may be refreshed and that we may walk in  

the newness of life.  

 
Call to Worship (Responsive) 
 Come, let us worship the God of rainbows and 

 covenants. 

 We praise our God, Creator of all living 

 things. 

 Come, let us walk with Jesus through these forty 

 days of Lent. 

 We pray that this season of reflection and  

 repentance will lead us to new and abundant 

 life. 

 Come, let us open ourselves to the power of the 

 Holy Spirit. 

 We worship the One who brings us healing, 

 wholeness, and transformation! 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Creator God, we come before you on this first 

Sunday in Lent asking for your guidance. Be with us as 

we continue to prepare our hearts, our minds, and our 

souls during this season of reflection. As we search 

and tease out who we are in this world and to whom we 

belong. In our searching, help us to find new depths for 

our compassion and caring. Give us the words and the 

wisdom to proclaim that our love knows no bounds. 

Amen.  
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Call to Confession 

 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive  

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess  

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us  

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us join together in the  

prayer of confession followed by our own silent time. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Wilderness surrounds us on every side and 

temptation abounds. Our struggle is great. Forty 

days and forty nights seem an endless time as we 

fight to exist amidst grief, fear, and pain. We  

cannot save ourselves. Helps us, tend to us in our 

brokenness.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 The Spirit of God surrounds you and waits upon 

you in your suffering. The Spirit of God calls you anew 

to places of healing and righteousness. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Draw us close, Holy Spirit, as the Scriptures are 

read and the Word is proclaimed. Let the word of faith 

be on our lips and in our hearts, and let all other words 

slip away. May there be one voice we hear today — 

the voice of truth and grace. Amen.  
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First Reading                Genesis 9:8-17 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to Go 

 

Second Reading                    Mark 1:9-15 
  

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon                      The Rev. David Slyter 
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Prayers for the People and Lord’s Prayer    

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 Out of our great love and gratitude for God, we 

bring our tithes and offerings. With joy let us gather 

and dedicate our gifts.  

      

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 God, for all that you give to us – the beauty  

of creation, the comfort of community, and the  

reassurance of your love and faithfulness – we give 

you thanks and offer these gifts to you. Bless them  

and guide us as we strive each new day to be good 

stewards in your image. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 As we leave this place on our Lenten journey to 

 Jerusalem: 

 May the angels attend you in whatever  

 wilderness you find yourself. 

 May the waters of baptism renew you. 

 May you hear the good news for you. 

 May you find a new forgiveness and a new faith 

 in this holy season of Lent, and may you know 

 that the Kingdom of God is near. 

 May it be so. 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

  

 

 
Liturgy adapted from The Journal of Worship Resources  

Vol. 13, No. 2, Year B 


