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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

April 18, 2021 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

As you prepare for worship today you are  

invited to light a candle in your worship space  

or gaze upon the Christ candle in the Sanctuary  

to center yourself for the worship of God.  

 

Prelude              Dale Young 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 The bread of life opens our eyes. 

 The word of life opens our ears.  

 The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,  

 and by those wounds we are healed.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Almighty God, your power makes the lame walk 

and the dead rise to new life. We give you thanks for 

the love poured into our world through Jesus, who 

opened our minds to understand what you have made, 

whose appearance among his followers brings peace, 

and who creates faith through touch and taste. Show 

us Jesus, even now, through the mystery of your  

threefold presence, one God, abiding now and forever. 

Amen.  
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Baptism of Clinton Michael Seidler 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Worship           Nancy Deison & Janice Smith 
(Children up through 5

th
 grade may leave the Sanctuary at this time.  

Following worship, parents should pick up their child in room 6.) 
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Call to Confession 

 The one who calls us to repent, hears us. In trust 

that our Creator knows us through and through, let us 

open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. Let 

us pray together the prayer of confession printed in your 

bulletin followed by your own silent prayer.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Good and gracious God, we are creatures of 

dust, ignorant of your revelation, misunderstanding 

your life, death, and resurrection among us,  

needing forgiveness. We repent of our failure to 

give as you have given to us. We beg your mercy 

for our fallen world. We seek your word, that we 

may live with the faith of Jesus. Be our solace in 

this life and always. We ask this as your own  

children, wholly and incomplete. Forgive us and 

lead us.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 In the name of God, your plea for absolution has 

been heard. God's promises are sure: your sins are  

forgiven. Amen.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 Holy God, by your Spirit reveal your radical,  

surprising love; come to us through your holy word, and 

let us hear what you are saying. Amen.  
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First Reading                        Luke 24:36b-48 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry        Irish Folk Song 

             arr. Carlton Young 

“Be Thou My Vision” 

Sanctuary Choir 

 
 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart.  

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art.  

Thou my best thought by day or by night,  

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence, my light.  

 

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my True word.  

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord.  

Thou my Great Father and I Thy true son.  

O Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.  

 

High King of Heaven, my victory won.  

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!  

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall.  

O still be my vision, Thou ruler of all.  

 

Second Reading          Acts 3:12-19    
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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7 

Affirmation of Faith                    The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 As Jesus gave himself fully for us and then  

appeared to the disciples bringing peace, so let us  

now bring wholeness and healing to others through  

our tithes and gifts.  
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Offertory       arr. David N. Johnson 

“Beautiful Savior” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Lord God, we offer to you only a portion of what 

you have given us. All that we have is from your  

creative hand. All that we can give away we do through 

Jesus’ love. All our renewal comes from the holy spirit's 

wisdom. Deal graciously with these gifts so that others 

may have joy; In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

 

Postlude            arr. Gordon Young 

“Postlude on Hymn to Joy” 
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Liturgy taken from: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 

  
Cover Art: Road to Emmaus | Joseph Goode on Patreon 

During the time of Stewardship we will not pass the  

offering plate. If you would like to contribute financially 

to the ministries of Grace First, you may do so by  

placing your offering in the designated box in the  

Narthex as you leave the Sanctuary,  

or by visiting this link. 

 

https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving 

https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
https://gracefirstpc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How is God speaking to me today? 
(Music, Sermon, Scripture, Prayers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the takeaways for today’s Service?  
What is standing out to me? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did the service challenge me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living in faith is something we do daily.  
What actions will I take based on today’s service? 


