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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 23, 2020 

 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

          Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian 

Church! We are currently worshipping online only. Our 

service follows the same format as in-person worship. 

In the next few weeks we will be transitioning from fully 

pre-recorded and edited services to live streaming our 

service. Please allow some grace for growing pains in 

this process. We pray that worship as a whole will invite 

you into deeper personal connection with God and  

empower you to live by the example of Jesus Christ,  

all while being guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prelude     Trad. American Melody 
              arr. Sandra Eithun 

“I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 
      

Call to Worship 

 As in one body we have many members, and not 

all the members have the same function. So, we, who 

are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we 

are members of one another. As God’s redeemed and 

reconciled people, let us offer our worship and praise.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 God of mercy, we rejoice in this time when we 

remember your constant and faithful presence. We 

thank you for the opportunity to pray, to sing, and to 

gather as your people. As we worship, shape us with 

your love and grace. Soften our hearts to be  

instruments of compassion. Grant us your vision of a 

just world. Amen. 
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Hymn 35 
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Children’s Moment The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 

 

Call to Confession 

 Scripture tells us that if we confess our sins, 

God is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins. Let us 

come before God and confess our sins corporately 

then in our own private confession. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Our God, we confess that we often act out of 

fear instead of love. We use our frustrations as an 

excuse to dehumanize others. We forget that all 

people are your people and we turn away from 

your vision of a just world. Forgive us. Give us the 

courage to act on behalf of those who need us. Fill 

us with the compassion to transform bitterness 

and hatred into the possibility of new life. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 We are members of the body of Christ by  

the grace and love of God. As God in Christ has 

reached out to claim us and to incorporate us into the 

household of God, God also forgives us and gives us 

the gift of new life. Friends know that you are forgiven 

and be at peace. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 God of the Highest, reigning in glory, send down 

your Spirit of wisdom to shine on your heavenly Word, 

so that we may worship you with joy, continually  

blessing your name.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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First Reading               Romans 12:1-8 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 
Music Ministry      arr. Rusty Crownover 

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,  

forgive our foolish ways,  

reclothe us in our rightful mind,  

in purer lives thy service find,  

In deeper reverence, praise. 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness  

till all our strivings cease,  

take from our souls the strain and stress,  

and let our ordered lives confess  

the beauty of thy peace. 
 

Breathe through the heats of our de-sire  

thy cool-ness and thy balm,  

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire,  

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,  

O still, small voice of calm! 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard  

beside the Syrian sea, 

the gracious calling of the Lord,  

let us, like them, without a word,  

rise up and follow thee. 

 

Second Reading           Matthew 16:13-20 

 The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon                 The Rev. David A. Slyter 
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Hymn 307 
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 Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son  

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      

 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship 

 God invites us to experience and share  

compassion, love, and generosity with all the world. 

The tithes and offerings we bring together are a sign of 

our commitment to this life and to God’s vision of a just 

world for everyone. 

 

Offertory          Written & arr. Rusty Crownover 

“Morning Meditation 1 for Guitar and Flute” 
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Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Generous God take these gifts and use them to 

open doors for those who do not know you. Take these 

gifts and dedicate them to releasing the captive and 

assuring the outsider of your graceful presence. Take 

our gifts of time, talents, and tithes and use them now 

to the work of the Kingdom. Amen. 

 

Hymn 700 
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Benediction 

 May the God of hope fill you with courage. May 

the presence of Jesus Christ fill you with compassion. 

May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with passion to 

set the world on fire with holy justice. Amen. 

 

The Peace of Christ 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

 

Postlude    Johann Sebastian Bach 

“Prelude in G Minor” 
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Today’s Liturgy has been adapted from:   

The Journal of Worship Resources Vol. 12 Year A  

Cover Art Courtesy of: 

https://graceblog.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/who-do-you-say-i-am 


