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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

As you prepare for worship today you are  

invited to light a candle in your worship space  

or gaze upon the Christ candle in the Sanctuary  

to center yourself for the worship of God.  

 

Prelude             arr. Sandra Eithun 

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing” 

Handbell Ensemble 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 Peace be with you.  

 How good and pleasant it is when we live  

 together in unity.  

 Receive the Holy Spirit.  

 It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing 

 of the Lord.  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 Breathe in this place, O Lord, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit, to open our minds, unlock our hearts, 

and enliven our faith so that we may welcome the risen 

one among us. Amen.  
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Children’s Moment   The Rev. David Slyter 
Following the Children’s Moment, kids grades pre-k—fifth are invited to go to  

Children’s Worship. (Following the service you may pick your child(ren) up in room 6) 

Today’s Teachers are Stephanie Eidson & Leslie Goeldner 
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Call to Confession 

 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive  

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us 

confess together with the prayer of confession printed in 

the bulletin followed by your own silent prayer.  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 You have shown yourself to us, O God, by 

Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in flesh 

and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe 

the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; 

forgive us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear 

so that we may come to trust in you and have life in 

Jesus’ name. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon (Responsive) 

 We have an advocate with God—Jesus Christ, 

 the righteous one—who offered his life in love to 

 save the world from sin. This is the good news 

 of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.   

 Thanks be to God.  
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Prayer of Illumination 

 God of all who doubt and believe, by the gift of 

your Spirit enable us to hear with our ears, to see with 

our eyes, and to touch with our hands your Word of 

life—Jesus Christ—our Lord and our God. Amen.  

 
First Reading              1 John 1:1—2:2 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Music Ministry         Gilbert Martin 

“That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright” 

 

 That Easter day with joy was bright, the sun shone 

out with fairer light, when to their longing eyes  

restored, the apostles saw their newly risen Lord.  

Alleluia!  

 

O Jesus, King of gentleness, do you yourself our 

hearts possess that we may give you all our days  

the willing tribute of our Easter praise.  

Alleluia!  

 

All praise, O risen Lord, we give to you, who died, 

again does live; to God the Father equal praise,  

and God the Holy Ghost, our song we raise.  

Alleluia!  
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Second Reading       John 20:19-31 
 

 The word of God for the people of God 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon          The Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Affirmation of Faith                     The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer        

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 
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Call to Stewardship 

 Remember the first believers—who shared one 

heart and soul, held their possessions in common, and 

distributed them to all in need. In that same spirit, let us 

present our offerings at the feet of the risen Lord.  

 

Offertory                arr. Wilbur Held 

“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” 

 

Congregational Response Hymn 606 Old Hundredth 

Doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 Holy God, we give you thanks and praise for 

light and life and love, and—above all—the presence 

of Jesus among us. By your Spirit who breathes within 

us, strengthen our faith, use our gifts, and work in our 

lives to bear witness to the resurrection of Christ, in 

whose name we pray. Amen.  
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Benediction 

 Let your life be a sign of Christ’s life so that  

others may come to believe that the Lord is risen  

indeed!  
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Liturgy taken from: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  
Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 

  
Cover Art: Mosaic at the Washington National Cathedral  

by Rowan & Irene LeCompte 

The Peace of Christ 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you 

  

Postlude                     Felix Mendelssohn 

“Sonata II: Allegro Maestoso” 
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Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How is God speaking to me today? 
(Music, Sermon, Scripture, Prayers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the takeaways for today’s Service?  
What is standing out to me? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did the service challenge me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living in faith is something we do daily.  
What actions will I take based on today’s service? 


